


Scarvagherin Abbey Burial Ground
Scarvagherin [or Scarvaghern] began as a Franciscan friary site, 
one of several in west Tyrone — alongside Corrick (Plumbridge), 
Pubble (Newtownstewart), and Omagh Friary. All were established 
in the mid-15th century by the Franciscan Third Order Regulars and 
flourished for almost 150 years before being dissolved during the 
Reformation era in the early 1600s.

The Friars Minor had first arrived in Ireland in 1231 and founded 
many houses, but not within the Diocese of Derry. Instead, their 
lay brothers — the Third Order Regulars — established several 
foundations in west Tyrone in the mid-fifteenth century. One of 
these was at Scarvagherin, a townland in the parish of Ardstraw, 
near modern-day Drumnabey and Spamount.

The friary, founded around 1456 as Scairb-an-ciothrainn, occupied 
an elevated, dry site overlooking the River Derg. Its position was 
ideal — close to a ford that served the community’s needs for water, 
transport, fishing, and travel. In late medieval times, rivers were 
the equivalent of highways, allowing movement by boat or on foot 
along their banks.

Fr Philip Donnelly, in his History of the Parish of Ardstraw West 
and Castlederg, studied the site and noted that the ruined chapel — 
81 feet by 22 feet — indicated a sizeable community. The historian 
Fr Ciarán Devlin described these mendicant friars as being 
deeply engaged in pastoral work, education, and the cultivation of 
orchards, vegetable plots, and herbal gardens. They also offered 
hospitality to travellers and pilgrims, many of whom would have 
possibly lodged overnight at Scarvagherin en route to St Patrick’s 
Purgatory at Lough Derg.

The friary was dedicated to St Francis of Assisi (1182–1224), who 
founded the Third Order for laypeople living in the world. Early 
members would have wore grey habits in imitation of the Friars 
Minor, later forming small communities known as the Third Order 
Regulars. Tragically, the friary was suppressed by English military 
forces in 1603, reportedly fired upon from Fern Hill to the north, 
forcing the friars to flee. Local tradition holds that a tunnel once 
ran from the site down toward Spamount, though no archaeological 
evidence has confirmed this. Following dissolution, the friary fell 
into ruin but the site remained sacred ground. It continued in use 

as a rural burial place for local families from the 18th through 
the 20th centuries. Transcriptions and gravestone records show 
surnames such as Patton, Young, Love, Henderson, and Andrews — 
with burials ranging from the 1770s into the 1990s. 

Today, the cemetery is enclosed and still retains a section 
of the north wall of the original friary church. The enclosing 
walls of the graveyard appear to trace the same outline as the 
medieval structure. The gravestones, weathered but enduring, 
commemorate generations of local families. Though the friary itself 
no longer stands, the layout and atmosphere of the site evoke its 
monastic origins, blending ecclesiastical and communal memory. 
Scarvagherin lies east of Spamount, near Castlederg, within the 
civil parish of Ardstraw. 

While often overlooked compared to better-known Castlederg sites, 
it remains a quiet repository of local community heritage. The 
nearby St Francis’ Church (built in 1982 at Drumnabey) takes its 
name from this lost Franciscan foundation — ensuring that the spirit 
of Scarvagherin continues to echo through the parish.
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Love Love
Love 
In affectionate remembrance of Andrew Thomas Love who 
died the 8th of May 1837 aged 44 years, also his wife Rebecca, 
who died the 18th June 1881 aged 87 years, also Eliza, wife of 
Charles Love of Crew, died 9th of June 1892 aged 66 years, also 
Charles Love of Crew who died the 26th of December 1905, aged 
84 years, also James Sproule, son of Charles and Eliza Love, 
who died 12th September 1907 aged 36 years, Andrew Thomas 
Love of Crew died 7th August 1926 aged 65 years.

(Plaque in front) Also Mary, elder daughter of Charles and 
Eliza Love, born 17th September 1857, died 5th May 1928; and 
her sister Sarah Isabella died 2nd December 1950 aged 80 
years.

In loving memory of Samuel Love, Crewe Upper, died 1st 
March 1893 aged 73 years; also his wife Isabella died 5th 
January 1927 aged 84 years; also William Monteith (cousin) 
died 8th July 1930 aged 84 years; also their son Robert died 
25th July 1942 aged 63 years; also their daughter Mary Jane 
died 1st February 1944 aged 60 years; and their son John 
James died 12th November 1962 aged 88 years.

The burying ground of Andrew Love of Magheracrigan, erected 
in memory of his wife Rebecca Mayne who died January 21st 
1893, and their daughter Catherine died 20th July 1892 aged 
29 years, also the above Andrew Love died 9th March 1905 
aged 81 years, and their son George died 18th February 1947 
aged 81 years, also his daughter Annie died 3rd January 1928 
aged 23 years.

In memory of William Sproule Love who died 15th December 
1884 aged 21 years; also James Love, Tiveny, who died 4th 
March 1905 aged 73 years; and his sister Rebecca Ann Love 
died 4th April 1909 aged 73 years; also their brother John Love 
died 16th July 1912 aged 82 years, and his wife Rebecca Mayne 
Love died 16th November 1915 aged 75 years; also Rebecca 
Emily, daughter of John and Rebecca M. Love, died 9th October 
1947 aged 77 years.



Beattie

(Plaque on Love plot) In loving memory of George Beattie, Cavan, 
Castlederg, died 9th October 1943 aged 55 years.

Private George Beattie
George Beattie (or Beatty) was born on 29 November 
1887 at Cavan, Castlederg, County Tyrone, the fifth of nine 
children of farmer George Beattie and his wife Letitia (née 
Mitchell). His father died when he was just eleven years 
old. Between 1901 and 1911 he left his family and moved to 
Ballymena, County Antrim. At the time of the 1911 Census 
he was living in Church Street, Ballymena, and working as 
a grocer’s assistant for the firm W. McClelland & Son.

Beattie enlisted in the North Irish Horse between 16 and 
18 November 1915 (No.1912 – later Corps of Hussars 
No.71634). The Ballymena Observer reported that:

Amongst this week’s local recruits are Mr. George Beatty, who 
has joined the North Irish Horse, and Mr. Robert Courtney, 
who has joined the 20th Battalion of the Royal Irish Rifles, 
two assistants of Messrs. W. McClelland & Son, provision 
merchants. We understand the employers are granting half 
salary to these young men during the period of the war.

He trained at the regiment’s Antrim reserve camp before 
embarking for France sometime between 1916 and 1918, 
where he was posted to one of the squadrons of the 1st 
North Irish Horse Regiment. This regiment served as corps 
cavalry to VII, XIX, then V Corps from its establishment 
in May 1916 until February-March 1918, when it was 
dismounted and converted to a cyclist unit, serving as 
corps cyclists to V Corps until the end of the war.

Beattie remained with the regiment throughout the war. On 
18 February 1919 he was demobilised and transferred to 
Class Z, Army Reserve.

After the war he returned to Ballymena and resumed work 
for McClelland & Son. He died on 8 October 1943 and was 
buried in the Scarvaghern Burying Ground. His name is 
included on the Presbyterian Church in Ireland’s Roll of 
Honour.



Gamble
At Scarvagherin Burial Ground, just east of Castlederg, lies the 
family plot of the Gambles of Bridgehill. Their stone carries over a 
century of local memory:

Rebecca Gamble – beloved wife of William, died in 1887 aged 
just 30. William Gamble – patriarch of Bridgehill, lived to the 
remarkable age of 94, passing in 1920. Sarah Anne Gamble – 
died 1922 aged 79, and William Gamble (Jnr.) who died tragically 
young in 1926, aged 23. William David Gamble of Coalisland – just 
3½ years old when he died.

The plot also honours James Fulton Gamble, one of the 
area’s most influential figures: M.P. for North Tyrone (1930–
1943) at Stormont Justice of the Peace & Rural District 
Councillor Chairman of Castlederg Board of Guardians, 
overseeing local health and welfare matters He spoke in 
Parliament on agriculture and rural development during WWII

James Fulton and his wife Anne Jane both died within a week 
of each other in July 1943 — an extraordinary and poignant 
detail still remembered locally. Later inscriptions include James 
Andrew V.E.E. (d. 1978) and Rebecca Love Gamble (d. 1999, aged 
91), showing the family’s connection to Bridgehill continued well 
into the 20th century.

Today, the weathered stone at Scarvagherin is more than a 
grave — it’s a record of public service, endurance, tragedy, and 
continuity. The Gambles were not only farmers and neighbours, 
but councillors, parliamentarians, and voices for rural Tyrone.



Henderson 
In memory of Reverend James Henderson, minister of 1st Castlederg 
Presbyterian Church, died 20th December 1818; also Marjorie his wife; 
also John Henderson of Scarvaghern, son of above, born 1st May 1800, 
died 3rd February 1857; also Mary Sproule, wife of John Henderson, born 
5th February 1805, died 2nd January 1883; also James Henderson of 
Scarvaghern, son of John Henderson, born 1st July 1831, died 9th July 
1887; also Mary Jane, daughter of James Henderson, born 26th June 1867, 
died 26th February 1886; also Matilda, wife of James Henderson, died 5th 
December 1923 aged 73 years; also their sons Samuel died 25th February 
1915 aged 44 years, John died 13th January 1935 aged 65 years.



Ker 
Erected by Rev. Robert Ker of Meaghey 

in loving memory of his brother Rev. 
John Ker, D.D., who departed this life 

March 6th 1890 aged 56 years.
(Companion stone) Erected in memory of 
John Kerr died May 28th 1904 aged 76 

years.







McCay 
Erected in memory of John McCay of Kilrail died 26th June 
1883 aged 77 years. His wife Margaret Fullerton McCay died 6th 
February 1894 aged 75 years. And their sons Robert McCay died 
18th September 1917 aged 70 years, John McCay, attorney-at-law, 
Strabane and Castlederg, died 3rd May 1924 aged 75 years. Also 
Nixon McCay died 6th May 1925 aged 73 years. (There are also 
two older flat stones here which are unreadable.)

Hugh McCay (Magheracrigan) died 21st May 1891; also his sister 
Matilda Hamilton died 24th January 1915; also his two sons Robert 
died 9th September 1924, William died 27th June 1928; also his 
daughter Minnie Lyons, late of Mayne, Omagh, died 14th May 1933.

Clarke/Patton/Sweeney/Anderson 
In loving memory of Joseph Patton, Gortileck, died 25th March 

1893, also his wife Jane Stewart died 28th March 1921, and their 
sons William John died 25th July 1875, Hugh died 29th July 1899, 
and their daughter Margaret, wife of John Sweeney, Donegal, died 

19th February 1903.

(Right-hand side) In loving memory of our grandparents Hugh 
Patton, Crew, and his wife Nancy Clarke, also their son Matthew, their 

daughter Eliza Jane, and their son Hugh died 4th February 1912.

(Left-hand side) Also their daughter Jane, wife of W.S. Anderson, 
Breen, Victoria Bridge, died 10th May 1938. Elizabeth died at 

Gortileck, Donemana, 17th November 1940.



Gailey 
In loving memory of William Gailey, Creevy, died 1st May 
1866 aged 84 years, also of his wife Mary died 20th April 
1857 aged 68 years, also their sons Robert died 20th 
July 1887 aged 69 years, William died 18th March 1893 
aged 70 years, Samuel died 6th May 1898 aged 68 years, 
Andrew died 22nd March 1907 aged 71 years.



White/Whitton 
In loving memory of David 
White died in year 1864 aged 
75 years, Betty White died 
9th July 1867 aged 60 years, 
Margaret White died 20th 
February 1888 aged 90 years, 
Isabella White died 11th 
January 1893 aged 98 years, 
Jane Whitton died 6th April 
1893 aged 94 years, Joseph 
Whitton died 18th June 1904 
aged 65 years, James Whitton 
died 10th July 1907 aged 72 
years.

(Next grave) In memory of 
Andrew White of Rosshill who 
died 31st March 1881 aged 75 
years, also his wife Margaret 
died 26th December 1895 aged 
64 years, and their daughter 
Jeanie died 21st December 
1935 aged 72 years.





Orr 
In loving remembrance of Robert Orr, Listymore, who departed 
this life 6th December 1920 aged 83 years, also his son Robert 

Andrew who died 17th April 1919, also his brother John Orr 
who died January 1926, also his wife Annie Orr who died 19th 
July 1929, also their daughter Elizabeth Jane who died 27th 

December 1932, also their son William John died 6th July 1973, 
also their daughter Annie Ethel died 22nd February 1975.

Brown 
In loving memory of John Brown (Creevy) died 29th September 
1898 aged 76 years, also his wife Elizabeth died 23rd April 1919 

aged 85 years, also his sister Margaret died 24th March 1913 
aged 86 years, also his daughter Elizabeth died 18th February 
1921 aged 52 years, also his son Rev. David Brown, M.A.B.D., 

died 10th February 1944 aged 75 years, and his daughter 
Catherine died 21st July 1949 aged 69 years, also his son 

William died 26th February 1946 aged 75 years.

McCrossan 
Here lies the body of Catherine McCrossan who died November 

the 15th 1745 (age is covered up by the ground).



Mullen 
Also Catherine Mullen, late of Newtownstewart, who departed 

this life December 13th 1803 aged 84 years. (This is a flat stone; 
there is another name before Catherine but it has completely 

faded; there are also one or two other names after Catherine’s 
which have also faded.)

Winters 
Erected in memory of Michael Winters who departed this life 

February 1801 aged 34 years. Also Henry Winters aged 24 
years. (Further text unreadable.)

In memory of Francis Winters who departed this life March the 
3rd 1793 aged 21 years.

Johnston 
Erected in loving memory of David Johnston died March 17th 
1902 aged 68 years, also his wife Mary Jane died November 
29th 1902 aged 70 years, also Andrew Johnston died August 
28th 1908 aged 69 years, also his sister Sarah died April 21st 

1913 aged 68 years.



Roulston 
In loving memory of Jennie Roulston, wife of James Roulston, 

Kilcleen, Castlederg, died 2nd April 1932.

McCanny 
James McCanny departed this life May 12th 1805 aged 61 years.

Margaret McCanny departed this life February 12th 1802 aged 
25 years.

Young 
Erected by his wife in loving remembrance of Stewart Young of 
Meaghey who died 14th May 1891 aged 60 years. Also his wife 

Margaret Young who died 26th June 1922 aged 85 years.

(Next stone in same grave) In loving memory of Robert Andrews 
who died 6th September 1913 aged 74 years. Also his wife 
Letitia Andrews who died 27th August 1919 aged 72 years.



Livingstone 
The burial ground of Samuel Livingston of Bridgehill; sacred to 
the memory of Rachel Livingston who died September 7th 1891 

aged 14 years, also her mother Sarah died 2nd January 1900 
aged 62 years, also her father Samuel died 29th November 1902 

aged 62 years.

Huger 
Here lies the body of Susana Huger who departed this life the 

10th of December 179? aged 66 years.

Moore 
Erected by William of Ednashanlaught in memory of his son 
John who died 20th May 1893 aged 5 years and 10 months.



O’Donnaghey 
Here lieth the body of Philip O’Donnaghey who died June 6th 

1739 aged 60 years.

McFarland 
In loving memory of Rebecca McFarland, Kilcroagh, died 15th 

November 1933

Sloss 
William Sloss – Matthew Brooks. (Additional inscription 

unreadable.)



Dougherty 
Here lies the body of Rosa Dougherty otherwise Winie who 

departed this life April 20th 1796 aged 24 years.

Andrews 
(Next stone in same grave as Young) In loving memory of 

Robert Andrews who died 6th September 1913 aged 74 years. 
Also his wife Letitia Andrews who died 27th August 1919 aged 

72 years.

Martin 
Here lies the body of Roger Martin who died October the 11th 

1778 aged 94 years.



Gomly 
Here lieth the body of Mary who departed this life March the 

27th 1775 aged 36 years. This stone was erected by Hugh 
Gomly for his wife Mary.

Johnston 
Erected in loving memory of David Johnston died March 17th 1902 aged 68 
years, also his wife Mary Jane died November 29th 1902 aged 70 years, also 
Andrew Johnston died August 28th 1908 aged 69 years, also his sister Sarah 
died April 21st 1913 aged 68 years.

Park 
Sacred to the memory of Matthew Park, Glenglush. (This stone is broken facing 
downwards so the rest is unreadable; there is also another older flat stone 
underneath.)

Patterson 
Sacred to the memory of John Patterson died 1916 aged 91 years, also his 
wife Eleanor died 1890 aged 65 years, and their son Joseph died 1908 aged 
51 years, also their son James died 17th April 1926 aged 72 years, and their 
daughters Margaret died February 1930, Elizabeth died November 1940.

Robinson 
Erected by Robert Robinson in loving memory of his mother Anne Robinson 
who died 14th June 1877? aged 70 years.  
Also her husband James Robinson died 20th June 1886 aged 88 years. James 
Robinson who died 6th April 1891 aged 50 years. Rebecca Robinson died 26th 
May 1891 aged 47 years.

Lyons 
Minnie Lyons, late of Mayne, Omagh, died 14th May 1933.

McAskie 
In loving memory of David S. McAskie, Whitehouse, died 3rd October 1942 aged 
54 years, also his wife Emma Maud died 1st February 1957 aged 59 years.

McMacken 
Here lieth the body of John McMacken who departed this life 23rd of April 1796 
aged 62 years.

Smith (below) 
In loving memory of Thomas Smith of Magheralough, who died 4th January 
1936 aged 78 years.

Sweeney 
In loving memory of Joseph Patton, Gortileck, died 25th March 1893, also his 
wife Jane Stewart died 28th March 1921, and their daughter Margaret, wife of 
John Sweeney, Donegal, died 19th February 1903. (See Patton shared stone.)

Waifon/Warfon 
Here lies the body of James Waifon/warfon who departed this life March 1st 
1790 aged 35 years.

McArthur 
No additional details.

Early 
Here lieth the body of Owen Early who departed this life the 

17th of March 1796 aged 83 years.

Margaret Early departed this life October 10th 1801 aged 17 years.














