


Corrick Abbey Burial Ground
Tucked away in the townland of Corickmore, within the parish of 
Upper Badoney in County Tyrone, lies the historic burial site known 
as Corrick Abbey. Originally part of a larger parish called Badoney 
or Bodoney (Boydonagh), this area was formally divided into Upper 
and Lower Badoney in 1774. The name Badoney may derive from a 
phrase meaning “Sunday hut where prayers are said.”

To reach the burying ground, visitors must follow a narrow, 
winding lane that branches off the B47 Newtownstewart – 
Plumbridge Road (locally known as Derbrough Road). At the end 
of the lane, there is a small parking area adjacent to a modern 
farmyard, some of which may have been built over the original 
abbey ruins. The abbey sits on elevated ground at the confluence of 
the Glenelly and Owenkillew Rivers – a scenic spot locally known 
as “the meeting of the waters.” This tranquil area, popular with 
anglers and nature lovers, is occasionally disrupted by the sounds 
of nearby cattle, adding to its pastoral charm. In the early 20th 
century, a nearby field, once part of Corrick Lodge and known as 
“Robbie’s Holm” after landowner Robbie McFarland, hosted annual 
picnics organised by Corick Presbyterian Church. Held in late June, 
these gatherings featured tea, buns, lemonade, games, races, and 
music from a local band. The tradition faded in the late 1940s.

The burying ground contains the ruins of the old abbey church 
– a late 15th-century Franciscan friary. Only the east wall still 
stands at any height and features the remnants of a gothic window, 
now heavily covered in ivy and brambles. The other walls are in 
various states of ruin: the south wall is around 3 to 4 feet high, 
the north rises to about 10 feet, and the west to roughly 15 feet. 
Nature continues to reclaim the structure, with ivy, brambles, and 
young ash trees spreading throughout the site. The site’s sacred 
significance likely predates the friary itself; local tradition holds 
that a monastic presence existed here as early as the 6th century.

The Franciscan friary was formally established in 1465 and 
remained active until the Dissolution of the Monasteries under 
Henry VIII. Following its suppression, the lands and abbey were 

granted to Sir Henry Piers, who later sold them to Sir Arthur 
Chichester. Eventually, the property passed into the hands of the 
Hamilton family – several of whose headstones can still be found in 
the overgrown graveyard surrounding the ruins. By 1837, Samuel 
Lewis noted in his Topographical Dictionary of Ireland that the 
Hamiltons retained ownership of the land. 

By the 1930s, evidence of additional monastic structures – 
overgrown walls to the north of the current ruins – had been 
recorded. However, any physical trace of these may now be lost, 
as part of the graveyard borders a modern concreted farmyard, 
potentially obscuring or replacing remnants of the medieval 
complex.

The graveyard is enclosed by a stone wall, entered through an 
iron gate flanked by stone pillars. Near the gate, a couple of stones 
jut out from the wall, possibly remnants of a stile. The wall itself 
may have been built using stones from the ruined church. The site 
spans approximately 60 by 130 feet and contains just two remaining 
yew trees, along with at least one visible stump – evidence that 
more once stood. Within the enclosure, a mix of old and modern 
headstones can be found. Some are upright, others flat, and some 
are simply unmarked stones or repurposed architectural fragments. 
Many inscriptions are weathered beyond legibility. Notable features 
include a tall obelisk with a low surround, a grave enclosed by iron 
railings, another with a low wall, and one with a stone border. Three 
flat stones feature inscriptions in high relief. Large portions of the 
site contain no visible markers at all, and some graves lie within the 
abbey ruins themselves.

Materials used for headstones include sandstone, slate, marble, 
and concrete. Moss, grass, and lichen cover many of the older 
stones. While no elaborate carvings survive, some graves feature 
glass domes with artificial flowers or containers for offerings. 
Inscriptions are typically simple, listing names, dates, and ages.

Local place names found on the stones include Aughalane, Corick, 
Droit, Letterbratt, Liscable, Lislea, Lisnascreagh, and Tullynadall. 
Further afield, references appear to Strabane, St. Louis (USA), and 
other parts of America. Many individuals buried here lived well into 
old age: one reached 102, while others lived into their 70s, 80s, and 
90s. Much of the history of those buried at Corrick Abbey has sadly 
been lost. Some family names have vanished from the area, some 
emigrated across the British Isles and beyond, while a few remain 
rooted in the local community.

Although the earliest legible headstone dates to 1703 and the most 
recent to 2018, the site’s use as a burial ground likely predates 
these records. Many graves were likely unmarked or have been 
lost over time. Today, Derry & Strabane District Council owns/
maintains the site.



At the confluence of the Owenkillew and 
Glenelly rivers in County Tyrone lies Corrick 
Abbey, a once-thriving Franciscan friary with 
deep roots in Ireland’s monastic tradition. 
Though only one gable now stands, the site 
carries echoes of a sacred past stretching 
back over 1,400 years.

Early Christian Origins
The site has gone by many names – Corac, 
Caorock, Choracke, Corrig, Carrick, and 
others. Tradition holds that St. Columba 
founded a monastery here around 560 AD, 
possibly linked to nearby Ardstraw. Its 
decline is undocumented, but by the 15th 
century, the location saw renewed religious 
activity.

The Franciscan Friary (c.1465–1603)
Around 1465, a friary of the Third Order 
Regular Franciscans was established. 
These friars – laypeople living in religious 
community–served the local area through 
pastoral work. Though it is unknown if 
Corrick had a school, such institutions often 
included basic education. The friary was 
dissolved in 1603 during the Reformation.

An inquisition that year recorded the 
monastery, called Caorock, as holding modest 
lands valued at 1s 8d. The property passed 
from Sir Henry Piers to Sir Daniel Leigh, and 
eventually to Sir Arthur Chichester, a leading 
figure in the Plantation of Ulster.

By 1609, the friary – then called Choracke 
– was described as holding three ballyboes 
and a sessiagh of land (roughly 200 acres), 

situated in Badoney parish. It appears on 
Bodley’s 1609 map as Corigg, and by 1654 
the land – called Carrick Abbey Land – was 
owned by Sir Alexander Stewart’s heirs, 
covering four named ballyboes.

In Samuel Lewis’s 1837 Topographical 
Dictionary of Ireland, the abbey is described 
as “highly picturesque,” with suggestions that 
a castle or fortress may also have stood on 
the site. 

20th-Century Restoration
In the 1930s, Oliver Davies led preservation 
work for the Belfast Natural History and 
Philosophical Society. He partially restored 
the east window using original stones found 
nearby, reinforcing it with steel bars and 
removing encroaching ivy. Two arches were 
rebuilt, and several cut stones reused as 
gravemarkers were replaced.

The church measured 47.5 feet by 16.5 
feet, with walls 3.5 feet thick. Three carved 
stones–possibly from a spiral staircase – 
now serve as grave markers. Relics from the 
abbey, including a holy water stoup and stone 
font, were later found in local hands.
A Site of Memory

Now overgrown and largely forgotten, Corrick 
Abbey remains a place of quiet reverence. 
The graveyard surrounding it contains a 
mix of ancient and modern burials. Though 
some walls have vanished–possibly beneath 
a nearby concreted farmyard – the site 
retains its atmosphere of peace and historical 
significance.

Corrick Abbey: A Forgotten Monastic Legacy  





CAMPBELL FAMILY
 

In memory of Ann Campbell of Aughalane who died 20th March 1876 aged 83 years.
Erected by her affectionate brother H. Campbell, St. Louis, U.S.A.

Here lyeth the body of Hugh Campbell who departed this life July 27th 1756 aged 67 Years. 

Also: 
John Campbell who departed this life 8th Novr. 1792 aged 84

Andrew Campbell who departed this life 21st Dec. 1796 aged 48. 
John Campbell who departed this life 12 Sept. 1807 aged 21. 
Hugh Campbell who departed this life 2 Nov. 1810 aged 72. 

James Alexander Campbell who departed this life 19th Octr. 1823 aged 22.
Elizabeth Campbell who dedeparted(sic) this life 7th july 1824 aged 26.

It is not the tear at the moment shed, when the cold turf has just been laid O’er her, that can tell how be-
loved was the Soul that has fled, Or how deep in our heart we deplore her.

Elizabeth Campbell, widow of Hugh Campbell who died October 9th 1851 aged 85 years
Andrew Campbell who died 13th September 1868 aged 74 years.

Elizabeth Campbell who died 12th March 1875 aged 80 years.
Jane Campbell wife of Robt. B. Campbell, late of Letterbratt who died 25 March 1897 aged 57.



Robert Campbell (right) was born on February 12, 1804, at his 
family home, Aughalane, in County Tyrone, Northern Ireland. The 
house had been built in 1786 by his father, Hugh Campbell – a 
name shared by both Robert’s son and brother, often causing 
confusion in family histories.

Today, Aughalane House has been preserved and relocated to the 
Ulster American Folk Park, where it stands as a testament to early 
emigrant life.

As the youngest son from his father's second marriage, Robert 
had little expectation of inheritance. In 1822, at the age of 18, he 
followed his older brother Hugh to America. Although he lacked 
formal education, Robert quickly proved himself in business, 
securing a position in the thriving trade hub of St. Louis. The 
city’s economy, fueled by beaver fur and river commerce, was 
booming. When Robert contracted tuberculosis (then known as 
consumption), doctors advised him to seek the clean air of the 
Rocky Mountains by joining the fur trade.

From 1824 to 1835, Robert explored the American West, forging 
connections with legendary figures like Jedediah Smith, William 
Sublette, William Ashley, and Cree Chief Sonnant. He took part in 
the famed Battle of Pierre’s Hole and steadily rose through the 
ranks of the fur trade. Eventually, he partnered with Sublette to 
form their own trading company. Recognizing that the fur trade 
was declining, the two pivoted in 1835 toward more sustainable 
ventures: dry goods, banking, real estate, and river trade.

That same year, while in Philadelphia, Robert met Virginia Kyle 
(b. 1822), the daughter of Hazlett Kyle of North Carolina and Lucy 
Ann Winston, eventually marrying in 1841. They settled in St. Louis 
on 5th Street and started a family. Of their 13 children, only three 

survived to adulthood – epidemics of cholera, diphtheria, and 
measles ravaged their household.

In 1854, seeking respite from the crowded city, the Campbells 
moved to the prestigious new neighborhood of Lucas Place. There, 
they established a grand residence that is now the Campbell House 
Museum. Robert flourished as a businessman, becoming one of 
Missouri’s wealthiest men. His real estate holdings stretched to 

Kansas City and El Paso, he presided over two banks, and managed 
St. Louis’s finest hotel, The Southern. Virginia earned acclaim as a 
gracious and sophisticated hostess, and Campbell soirées became 
coveted invitations. The Campbells' influence drew prominent 
guests including President Ulysses S. Grant, industrialist James 
Eads, botanist Henry Shaw, and General William T. Sherman.

Robert died in 1879 (see death notice overleaf), and Virginia 
followed in 1882. Their estate passed to their surviving sons – 
Hugh (1847–1931), Hazlett (1858–1938), and James (1860–1890). 
None of the three ever married, and all lived off the family fortune.

James, the youngest, attended 
Yale and Harvard and lived for a 
time in Paris with Hugh (right), 
but died at 30 from influenza. 

Hugh returned to St. Louis and 
became known for his quiet 
philanthropy. He supported 
numerous causes but was 
especially loyal to Father Dunne’s 
Newsboys Home, famously 
hosting lavish Thanksgiving 
meals for the children there.

Hazlett, on the other hand, led a more troubled life. Likely suffering 
from some form of mental illness, he became increasingly reclusive 
after a stroke, eventually requiring constant medical supervision. 
When Hugh died in 1931, Hazlett was legally declared of “unsound 
mind.” A complex legal dispute among distant relatives (in Ireland 
and elsewhere) followed his death in 1938, placing the future of the 
Campbell estate in limbo. 

The Campbell Legacy



However, concerned citizens of St. Louis took action to preserve 
the family legacy. Their efforts led to the establishment of the 
Campbell House Museum (below), which opened to the public in 
1943 and has since safeguarded much of the original furniture, 
art, and artifacts. Among the museum’s treasures is a small 
silver-plated cup engraved with the initials “U.S.G.” – a gift from 
President Ulysses S. Grant.

The exact origins of the friendship between the Campbell and 
Grant families remain unclear. Robert likely knew Julia Grant’s 
father through St. Louis business ties, while Julia and Virginia 
shared similar social backgrounds. In 1869, President Grant 
appointed Robert to the newly-formed Indian Commission. 
Thereafter, the families socialized often. The Grants hosted the 
Campbells at the White House in 1871, while the Campbells 
reciprocated with receptions in 1871 (featured opposite), 1873, 
1874, and 1875 at their home.

Hugh Kyle Campbell: The Reclusive Millionaire
In his later years, Hugh Kyle Campbell earned a reputation as 
a reclusive yet benevolent figure. Known affectionately as “Mr. 
Murphy” to the children of Lucas Place, he would hand out candies 
and gifts during hard times, lifting spirits with his quiet kindness. 
Educated at Smith Academy and once a traveler to Fort Laramie 
in hopes of following his father’s fur trade legacy, Hugh eventually 
chose a more solitary life, but one marked by continuous charitable 
giving.

He donated generously to religious institutions of many 
denominations – Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant alike – and 
gave quietly to countless causes. Unlike his brothers, Hugh found 
a way to honor his family’s legacy and live meaningfully within 
its shadow. When he died at 83, he left behind not just wealth, 
but a door to the remarkable Campbell story that would finally be 
opened to the public.













Possible Campbell Family 
Connections



Rev. Samuel Black
Rev. Samuel Black served as minister of Corrick Presbyterian Church from 1850 until 
his retirement in 1884 due to declining health. Born in 1809 in the Drumsurn area of 
County Londonderry, he passed away on March 6, 1900. Samuel came from a devout 
Presbyterian family – his brother, Rev. John Black, was minister at Gillygooley in 
County Tyrone.

Rev. Samuel Black had at least four sons and two daughters. Among his children, two 
sons – Rev. James Black and Rev. Albert Pattison Black – followed in his footsteps 
into the Presbyterian ministry. The tradition continued into the next generation, with 
at least four of his grandsons also becoming ministers. Several descendants of his 
brother John also entered the ministry.

Samuel’s son Alfred and grandson Samuel James farmed at Lisnagelvin, and both 
are buried alongside him in this grave.

Another son, William Samuel Black, who died on June 8, 1946, married Margaret 
Hamilton Fulton, who passed away on July 31, 1935. They are both buried in Badoney 
Presbyterian Churchyard at Droit. The couple farmed at Learden.

Margaret Hamilton Fulton was the daughter of Margaret Hamilton and David Fulton, 
and the granddaughter of Robert Hamilton and Catherine McLaughlin. Robert 
Hamilton was a brother to both “Long” James Hamilton and William Hamilton (also 
buried at Corrick Abbey Graveyard).

The Black Family

Erected by his sons*.
 In Affectionate Remembrance of the

Rev. Samuel Black, who departed this life
6th March 1900, in the 50th year of his ministry

in Corick Presbyterian Church
and in the 91st of his age.

Also his wife, Rachel Black,
who departed this life 11th January 1913, aged 75 years.

Also Jack A., son of Alfred Black,
 died 18th March 1922, aged 4½ years.

And his daughter, Lyla, died 30th May 1928, aged 13 years.

Also Alice M. Black, wife of Alfred Black,
died 19th October 1939.

And the above Alfred Black, 
died 14th November 1957, aged 89 years.

Also
Samuel James Black, son of Alfred Black,
died 24th December 2001, aged 87 years.

Anne Elizabeth Black
died 4th January 2018, aged 95 years.

*Not on the memorial: Their son John is buried in Queensland Australia, 
died 10 Dec 1937, aged 78 years (plot pictured below).









HAMILTON
 

William Hamilton of Liscable who died 4 July 1880, aged 72
also his wife Isabella Hamilton who died 8 Dec 1897, aged 80

also their son Alexander Hamilton who died 11 May 1930, aged 83
and his wife Marianne Hamilton who died 19 July 1913, aged 65

John Hamilton of Droit who died 25 Oct 1881, aged 76
also James Hamilton who died 8 Aug 1891, aged 83
also Anne Hamilton who died 11 Mar 1897, aged 80

John Charles Hamilton of Lisnascreagh who died 28 July 1887, aged 40 
James Moore Hamilton who died 22 Feb 1896, aged 24

Samuel Hamilton who died 15 June 1899, aged 17 
Armour John Hamilton who died 29 Mar 1906, aged 26

James Hamilton who died 1799
Robert J Galbraith Hamilton who died 9 Oct 1895, aged 6

The Hamilton Families
There are four Hamilton headstones in a row, with a flat, weathered 
stone in front of one. All of the individuals commemorated on these 
stones are related, and their families lived across the townlands 
of Liscable, Droit, and Dunbunraver near Gortin, as well as 
Lisnascreagh near Plumbridge, County Tyrone.

The flat stone is badly worn, with only fragments of the inscription 
still legible. The top name appears to be that of James ‘Og’ 
Hamilton, born around 1719 and died in 1799. He married Isabella 
Stewart around 1759, who was said to be from “above Omey.” 
Further down the stone, though mostly illegible, may be the names 
of his son James and daughter-in-law Ann McFarland. Another son, 
John, along with his two wives—a Miss Yorke and Sarah Scott—
may also be buried here. John’s son William, a farmer at Liscable, 
is buried alongside his wife, Isabella McLaughlin of Glencoppagh, 
and their son Alexander, who rests beside his own wife, Marianne 
Brown.

Alexander Hamilton, who farmed at Whitehouse, Ballymagoraty 
near Londonderry, was a Justice of the Peace and a county 
councillor. Known for his intelligence and enterprise, he was 
regarded as one of the most forward-thinking farmers in Ulster. 
A pioneer of agricultural innovation, he supplied dairy products to 
customers in Derry and even generated his own electricity from 
a waterfall on his land. His funeral tribute spoke of his honesty, 
kindliness, broad Christian outlook, shrewdness, perseverance, and 
thrift. As a man, he was said to be “a friend of all, and in intention 
the foe of none.” He served as an Elder in First Derry Presbyterian 
Church from 1908 and held Home Rule political views. At his burial, 
Rev. Mr. Kennedy noted that Alexander had wished to be laid to rest 
“with his kindred, within sound of the rivers along whose banks, 
crowned by the beauty of wood and flower, he used to wander in the 
carefree days of boyhood.” He and his wife had no children.

William’s brother, known as “Long” James Hamilton, was married 
to Sarah Carson. Their burial places are unknown, but several of 
their children and grandchildren are buried here, including John 
Charles, James Moore, Samuel, and Armour John Hamilton of 
Lisnascreagh. All were farmers except for Samuel, who died at 
the age of 17 while attending Methodist College in Belfast. He 
succumbed to typhoid fever in the Royal Victoria Hospital. John 

Charles’s wife, Sarah Jane Moore, daughter of Rev. John Moore of 
Glenelly Presbyterian Church, is not mentioned on the headstone.

Another descendant, Robert J. Galbraith Hamilton, was also a grandson 
of “Long” James. The burial locations of his parents—James Alexander 
Hamilton, who died on 22 July 1909, and Matilda Jane Galbraith—are not 
known.

Two sons and one daughter of James Hamilton and Ann McFarland—
James, John, and Anne Hamilton of Droit—are buried here as well. 
Their headstone was erected by their niece, Letitia Elleanor Mowbray, 
daughter of Dan McKelvey and Catherine Hamilton, and wife of Dr. Robert 
Mowbray, as well as by their nephew, John Hunter, son of Mary Hamilton 
and John Hunter.

Another sibling, William Hamilton, who died on 20 February 1883, is 
buried with his wife, Matilda Dunn, in the churchyard of Lower Badoney 
in Gortin. More recent Hamilton family burials can be found in the 
graveyard of Badoney Presbyterian Church at Droit.





Alexander Hamilton 
& Family



There are four upright McIlwaine stones in a row, and one 
flat stone. In addition, two more McIlwaine stones can be 
found elsewhere in the site. The surname appears in vari-
ous forms – McIlwaine, MacIlwaine, and McIlwain.

The earliest legible stone commemorates Moses McIlwain 
of Corick, who died on 17 December 1860. His family was 
known locally as the ‘Black’ McIlwaines. In his will, he 
mentioned his sons John, Thomas, George, and James, as 
well as a daughter, Sarah, who married John Hutchinson. 
His son Thomas of Corrick is also commemorated along-
side his wife Mary Anne Moorehead, their son George, and 
George’s wife, Dora Ferguson.

A different Moses MacIlwaine, who lived to the age of 102, 
belonged to the family known as the ‘White’ MacIlwaines. 
He was married to Ann Campbell, who died on 25 Febru-
ary 1877. Their son Andrew, a head constable in the Royal 
Irish Constabulary from Tullynadall, died on 14 June 1883 
(though the stone incorrectly states 1881). Andrew’s wife, 
Margaret Gilmour from Cavan, died on 3 December 1921. 
Their daughters, Elizabeth Sarah (who died in 1879), and 
Emily Matilda MacIlwaine Gordon, as well as Emily’s son 
Robert Gordon and her brother Robert, are also buried in 
the same graveyard.

The Gordon family hailed from the townlands of Tully-
nadall and Glashygolgan, both in Upper Badoney. Emily’s 
husband, George Gordon, died in Canada. Emily herself 
was a talented poet and storyteller, actively involved in 
public life and a member of the former Strabane Edu-
cation Committee. Her descendants live in Canada, and 
it’s likely that other Gordons are also buried in Corrick. 
Her brother Robert served as secretary for Down County 
Council. Other relatives have settled in Canada and New 
Zealand.

Moses of the ‘White’ MacIlwaines also had a son named 
George, who died on 12 September 1873 and was married 

to Matilda Steele, and another son, also named Moses, 
who married Matilda Anne Duncan. It is believed both are 
also buried in Corrick. 

Moses and Matilda Anne had ten children, one of whom 
– George of Lislea – is buried there alongside his wife Sa-
rah Jane, a member of the ‘Black’ McIlwaine family, who 
is named on the stone as ‘Jeanie’. Two of their children, 
Violet Adeline and Evelyn, died young from influenza in 
1923 and 1922, and may also be buried nearby, along with 
George’s sister Charlotte Louise, who died in 1877.

Also buried at Corrick is John MacIlwaine of Lislea, a car-
penter and grandson of Andrew MacIlwaine, who lived 
to the age of 97. John's father, also named Andrew, died 
in an accident reported in the Tyrone Constitution in No-
vember 1860. While returning from market, he fell off a 
gangway at Newtownstewart Railway Station and landed 
on the rails. His wife was Martha Ferguson, and they had 
nine children, one of whom was John. It’s possible that 
Andrew is buried in Corrick as well.

Thomas Andrew McIlwaine, grandson of Moses McIlwaine 
and son of Thomas and Mary Anne, was a farmer and auc-
tioneer who lived at Letterbratt House, Plumbridge. His 
wife is buried in Aughalane Cemetery, also at Plumbridge.

Two great-granddaughters of Hugh Campbell, who died 
in 1810, also married McIlwaines. Sisters Ellen and Eliza 
Campbell both married into the ‘Black’ McIlwaine line. 
Eliza, who died on 6 April 1909, married George McIlwaine 
on 10 May 1855 at Corrick Presbyterian Church. George 
died on 1 October 1883. All of their children died unmar-
ried except for Kathleen Mary, who married Frederick 
Charles Bannister. Ellen Campbell married James John 
McIlwaine, who died on 11 May 1906. James John and 
George were sons of George McIlwaine (born 1793), the 
brother of Moses McIlwaine—placing them firmly within 
the ‘Black’ McIlwaine family tree.

McIlwaine Family



MacIlwaine Variation
Robert MacIlwaine, Secretary Down County Council, who died at Downpatrick, 19th March 1919, 

aged 65 years, after 50 years faithful service to the crown.
And his sister Emily MacIlwaine Gordon, who died 31st May 1958, aged 93 years.
And her son Robert MacIlwaine Gordon who died 12th July 1995, aged 98 years.

Andrew MacIlwaine who died at Tullynadall aged 97 years.
Also Moses MacIlwaine who died 2nd February 1879, aged 102 years.
And John MacIlwaine who died 22nd February 1944, aged 94 years.

Elizabeth Sarah MacIlwaine who died at Tullynadall on 9th March 1879, aged 17 years.
Also her father Andrew, Ex Head Const. R.I.C. who died 14th June 1881*, aged 61 years.

And her mother Margaret who died 3rd Dec. 1921, aged 97 years.
*Andrew died 14th June 1883, not 1881 as the inscription states.

McIlwain Variation
Here lyes the body of Moses McIlwain of Corick who departed this life 17 Dec 1860 aged ?? years 

also his beloved wife Sarah McIlwain who died 2nd May 1865, aged 73 years.

McIlwaine Variation
Thomas Andrew McIlwaine who died 17th August 1952.

George McIlwaine who died 1st October 1883.
And his wife Elizabeth who died 6th April 1909.
And their children – James, Matilda, Andrew.

Walter Bernard who died 13th September 1894.
Ellen who died 31st August 1893.

Bessie Eames who died 21st October 1898.
George who died 12th October 1909.

George McIlwaine of Lislea who died 13th March 1944, aged 72 years.
And his wife Jeanie who died 2nd Nov. 1947, aged 66 years. 

Thomas McIlwaine of Corrick who died 19th Feb. 1921, aged 87 years.
Also his wife Mary Anne who died 14th Aug. 1926, aged 72 years.

And their son George who died 11th July 1955, aged 72 years.
Also his wife, Dora who died 22nd Dec. 1986, aged 87 years.













https://ulsterhistoricalfoundation.com/history-from-headstones/home https://ulsterhistoricalfoundation.com/history-from-headstones/case-studies/corrick-abbey

Useful Links / Additional Resources 



Pubble Burial Ground
Pubble Graveyard occupies a small, rectangular, 
stone‑walled enclosure north of Newtownstewart 
in the townland of Pubble, beside the A5 bypass. 
Its name derives from the Irish pobal, meaning 
“people” or “community,” and reflects its origins as 
a church site – a prior Franciscan friary associated 
with the third order that existed here from the mid-
15th century until the early 1600s. No substantial 
archaeological remains of the friary survive, 
although gravestones dating from the 18th century 
mark the historic use of the site. Today the graveyard 
is modest in scale –around 31m by 21m – and 
surrounded by a simple stone wall with an iron gate. 
It contains roughly a dozen identified memorials; 
although many stones are worn or uninscribed, the 
site is celebrated among local historians and visitors 
for its tranquil setting and layers of centuries‑long 
history. 

Pubble is a small townland near Newtownstewart 
in County Tyrone, historically notable as the site of 
a former Franciscan friary, now marked only by a 
modest graveyard. There is very little information 
to be found online about the Pubble site. Several 
individuals were recorded as living or buried in 
Pubble during the 19th century. George McConnell 
and Mary Gallon, both from Pubble, were married 
there in the 1840s, and Ann Browne, a spinster 
aged 60, was also recorded as residing in Pubble 
in 1852. Death notices mention David Ross, who 
died at Pubble aged 65 in 1842, and another David 
Ross, aged 92, who died in 1837, along with Mary 
Ross, who died in 1842 in her 60th year. Mary 
Anne Crawford, wife of Oliver Crawford, also died 
in Pubble in 1838 at the age of 30. There is very 
little way know for sure if any of these names are 
interred in the old Graveyard site (extracted from 
cotyroneireland.com).





Listings from Findagrave.com:
 
James Brogan – died 1870 (aged 70–71)
Erected in memory of Margory Brogan of Lower 
Gallon who departed this life 23 March 1873 age 
70 years RIP.

Hugh & Sheila Currin – This stone erected to 
Hugh Currin. Here lyeth the body of Shiela 
Currin his wife who departed this life ?? 4 1797

Charles McColgan – died 4/9 Sep 1854 (aged 
89–90)

Edward McConnell – No details legible

John McLoughlin – died 26 Jun 1888

Morris – All details illegible apart from – age 44

William Morris – Here rests the remains of 
William Morris who departed life 28 June 1891 
age 96 also his brother Dennis Morris died 22 
Feb. 1879 age 86 husband of Bridget McColgan

Mary Morris, Gallon Upper, died 26 April 1883

Bradley, Gallon – No other details







Valentine Munbee McMaster
Valentine Munbee McMaster was born in 1834 in 
Trichinopoly, British India, but his roots lay in County 
Tyrone through his mother, Mary Letitia Munbee, who 
came from Corrick near Plumbridge. After qualifying as 
a doctor from the University of Edinburgh, he joined the 
British Army as an Assistant Surgeon and served with 
distinction in the Anglo-Persian War and the Indian Mutiny. 
He was awarded the Victoria Cross for exceptional bravery 
during the Siege of Lucknow in 1857, where he repeatedly 
risked his life to tend to the wounded under heavy fire. His 
military medical career continued across India and later 
Nova Scotia, where he married Eleanor Burmester in 1870 
and had two children. McMaster died of heart disease 
in Belfast in 1872 while still in service and was buried 
with honour. Though his life took him across the British 
Empire, he remained connected to his Tyrone heritage, and 
his story is remembered with pride in Corrick as one of 
courage, compassion, and service.

War connections...
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The Catch My Pal temperance movement emerged 
in the early 1900s as a grassroots response to the 
widespread social problems associated with alcohol 
abuse. Founded by Rev. Robert J. Paterson in 1909 in 
Ardglass, County Down, the movement quickly gained 
traction across the province and beyond, spreading 
into Scotland, England, and parts of the British Empire. 
Its approach was both practical and relational, urging 
individuals not only to take the pledge of sobriety 
themselves but also to “catch” a friend – or “pal” – to 
join them in the commitment. This personal and peer-
driven strategy proved highly effective, particularly in 
working-class and rural communities where alcohol-
related poverty, domestic violence, and health issues 
were prevalent. The movement often held rallies, 
marches, and meetings that blended moral fervour 
with communal solidarity, echoing the revivalist spirit 
of the time. Though its influence declined by the mid-
20th century, Catch My Pal left a lasting legacy on the 
local temperance and social reform landscape.

The ‘Demon Drink’ – inspiring an early 20th 
Century Viral Trend / Social Movement


