


Strabane (New) Cemetery
The establishment of the New Cemetery at Strabane 
was a protracted and often contentious process that 
spanned over five decades in the 19th century, driven 
by public health concerns, religious sensitivities, and 
debates over land, cost, and ownership.

By the mid-1800s, Strabane’s existing burial 
grounds—particularly Patrick Street Graveyard, 
dating to the 17th century—had become overcrowded 
and unsanitary. Patrick Street’s historical 
significance included the unmarked grave of John 
“Half-Hanged” McNaghten and a megalithic structure 
suggesting ancient usage, but its capacity was 
clearly exhausted. The rise in urban populations 
and increased awareness of the risk of water 
contamination from decomposing remains pushed 
officials to consider a new burial site in line with 
growing Victorian public health reforms.

From the 1840s onward, local authorities explored 
several potential locations, including ‘the Glen’ 
and a field on Derry Road, the latter being rejected 
following a public petition due to its proximity to the 
area’s only clean water source. Legal requirements 
dictated that cemeteries be sited at least 250m 
from wells and other water sources, adding to the 
complexity.

Between 1876 and 1892, various proposals, land 
negotiations, and political wranglings took place. 
In 1887, the Duke of Abercorn generously offered 
1.5 acres of land for the cemetery, but the gift 
was initially neglected by the Board of Guardians. 
Renewed urgency in 1889, triggered by a damning 

report from Dr. J.C. Boyd about dangerously shallow 
burials, reignited the campaign. The matter became 
further entangled in disputes over who should bear 
the cost—Strabane division alone or the wider Poor 
Law Union.

Religious division was another obstacle. Arguments 
broke out over whether the new cemetery should 
be consecrated, divided by denomination, or left 
undivided and secular. Some, like Rev. C.K. Toland 
(Presbyterian), argued for shared space and 
tolerance, stating “if we live together in peace, we 
should not be divided in death.” Others called for 
separate sections and Episcopal consecration. After 
numerous motions and protests—including those by 
Methodists and Presbyterians—a compromise was 
reached.

By 1892, the cemetery was constructed, with 
portions allocated to different faiths, including a 
Roman Catholic section under private trusteeship. 
A new roadway was installed with cost-sharing 
arrangements between the public and private 
sections. The Church of Ireland section was formally 
consecrated on 13 June 1892 by Bishop William 
Alexander, in the presence of local dignitaries and 
clergy.

Located just above Strabane’s dispensary, the 
New Cemetery commands sweeping views of the 
surrounding countryside. Though hard-won, it stands 
today as a testament to civic cooperation, religious 
plurality, and the evolving values of public health 
and social unity in 19th-century Ireland.
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Margaret Davida McLaughlin Bailey was one of six 
children born to Alexander McLaughlin and Margaret 

Ballantine, she was the 3rd born and youngest surviving 
daughter. She married John Bailey (jr) in 1855 in a 

Church of Ireland ceremony in Gortin. Together they had 
12 children. Her husband, a farmer, died in November 

1897 of “senility” per his death certificate. She died 
in 1921 of chronic bronchitis and cardiac failure per 
her death certificate. Both are buried with children 

Alexander, Robert Hamilton, May, Hestor and Sarah in 
Strabane Cemetery.

In Memory of
    Robert Stevenson

    Who died 9th March 1922
    And of his son Robert

    Who died 17th Dec 1912
    And of his youngest daughter 

Kathleen
    Who died 18th Nov 1915

    Also his wife Jane Johnston,
    Who died 15th Aug 1932

    Mary Sibella, third daughter
    Who died 30th Jan 1955





ROBERT KAY MALONE
    Died March 15th 1921 Aged 65
    In Loving and Fond Memory of

    ELEANOR (NELL) MALONE
    For More Than 36 Years was the 

Beloved Wife and Companion of
    ROBERT KAY MALONE

    Post Master of Strabane
    Died 21st Dec. 1918 Aged 67

ROBERT MONTEITH
    Died 6th January 1952

    And his Wife AGNES Died 20th October 1967
    Also Their Infant Daughter DOROTHY

    Died 5th november 1910
    and their elder Son GEORGE ELLIOTT

    Died 11th June 1972
    And Their Younger Son ROBERT JAMES

    Died 20th January 1981
    And his Wife SARAH ISOBEL

    Died 28th April 2011 



ROBERT SMYLY GREER
Camus

Born 30th June 1826
Died 4th September 1904
Also His Wife ISABELLA

Born 7th July 1843
Died 3rd August 1926
And Their Son JAMES
Born 9th August 1866
Died 29th Aug 1944

And Their Eldest Daughter
CATHERINE SMYLY
Born 4th July 1868 

Died 1st March 1948



JOSEPH ORR
Who Died 31st December 1933

Aldo his Wife ANNIE
Who died 9th March 1941

And Their Son ROBERT
Who Died 13th August 1911
Also Their Daughter ANNIE

Who Died 12th November 1947
And Their Son JOSEPH

Who died 12th March 1948
Also Their Daughter ISABELLA
Who Died 24th November 1966
And Thier Daughter MARGARET
Who Died 17th December 1972

Als o Their Son JOHN
Who Died 25th February 1975



William was Clerk of Strabane Union. 
He lived at Derry Road, Strabane.

    FRONT
    In Loving of 

WILLIAM J. INGRAM
    Died 11th August 1915 

Aged 50 Years
    Also his wife Margaret 

Died 1st April 1939
    

RIGHT
    Also His Son NORMAN
    Died 30th October 1918 

Aged 17 Years
    “Behold My Lord My Strength and 

My Redeemer”

Joseph Wallace
Born: 1852 

Died: 11 Mar 1903 (aged 50–51)

Joseph was a commercial traveller, 
who lived at Main Street, Strabane. 

He die of influenza and TB.

In Loving Memory of
JOSEPH WALLACE

Who Died 11th March 1903
Also His Wife MARY BROWNE
Who Died 11th October 1924

“I Know that My Redeemer liveth”

JAMES WHITE J. P.
Born 4th Sept. 1853 Died 12th March 1928

Also His Wife MATILDA ANN
Born 10th Feb. 1861 Died 5th Aug. 1935

JAMES HEMPHILL WHITE
Born 11th July 1886 Died 7th Nov. 1969

And His Wife JEANIE
Born 8th Feb. 1887 Died 12th May 1972

EILEEN MAUDE WHITE
Born 18th Oct. 1892 Died 7th March 1913

EVELYN ANNA WHITE
Born 18th Feb. 1895 Died 20th Jan. 1971

JOHN ALLEN WHITE
Born 11th July 1886 Died 1st March 1891

WILLIAM ROSS WHITE
Born 28th Sept. 1887 Died 27th Dec. 1912

GEORGE ALBERT WHITE
Born 8th Dec. 1888 Died 14th May 1940

SAMUEL ERNEST WHITE
Born 11th Nov. 1890 Died 6th May 1964 

in Toronto





Robert Smyth, a shopman, was the son of Henry Smyth, a farmer 
of Strabane. He married Annie Bates, daughter of William Bates, 
a baker, in Mulvin, Ardstraw Reformed Presbyterian Church on 7 
June 1866. Robert, now a corn merchant, died at his home Town 

Parks, Strabane.

ROBERT SMYTH
Who Died 4th December 1912 Aged 77 Years

Also his Wife ANNIE
Who died 20th September 1917 Aged 80 Years

And Their Son ROBERT HENRY SMYTH
H.M.V.L D.L. Londonderry

Who Died 9th May 1941 aged 72 Years
Also Their Daughter MABEL SYMTH

Who died 7th November 1941 aged 64 Years
“Blessed are the Dead which live in the Lord”

Rev. XIV 

Robert Henry, a merchant of Clooney Park, Londonderry, was 
the son of Robert Smyth of Strabane and his wife Anne (formerly 
Bates). Robert was a well known businessman in Londonderry. 

He died suddenly at his residence. Robert was chairman of 
Londonderry Harbour Board and a former High Sheriff. His funeral 

was attended by a great many of the city’s dignitaries.





John Britton was a medical practitioner, who 
lived at Derry Road, Strabane.

JOHN BRITTON M.D. F.R.C.S.E.
Who died 11th October 1910

Also his Wife MARGARET HENRY
Who Died 6th March 1935 Aged 71 Years

And of His Son
WILLIAM K.M. BRITTON B.E.T.C.D.

2nd Lieut. Munster Fusiliers
Attached Royal Flying Corps.

Killed 23rd May 1917 Aged 26 years

Also Their son
HAROLD WARWICK

Who Died 23rd Feb 1958 Aged 56 Years
and His Wife MARY ELIZABETH STEVENSON

Who died 28th Sept. 2009 Aged 96 Years





James O’Donnell was a medical doctor 
who resided at Castle Street, Strabane.

    J.P. O’DONNELL M.D.
    Who Died 12th February 1910

    Also
    MARY ANN O’DONNELL

    His Wife
    Died 28 December 1913



CHARLES ALFRED ELLIOTT
Died 16th April 1876 Aged 6 Months

ROBERT HANNA ELLIOTT M.D.
Treacherous Murdered with six

Companions by the King of Benin
When on a Peace Mission to His City

4th Jan 1897 Aged 31 Years
WILLIAM MOORE ELLIOTT M.D. F.R.C.S.E.

Accidently Killed at Mountcharles
18th July 1899 Aged 34 Years

GEORGE ELLIOTT Accidently Killed
Near Plato Saskatchewan

4th October 1918 Aged 45 Years
MARY Wife of COLONEL CHARLES ROULSTON ELLIOTT

Died at Portrush 12 August 1931 and is buried there

The Benin Masacre, 1897
In December 1896, James Robert Phillips, Acting Consul-General of the 
Niger Coast Protectorate, set out on a peace mission to Benin to advance 
trade talks with the Oba (king). Despite the Oba requesting a delay due 
to the Igue festival and asking to receive only Phillips and one Jakri chief 
later, Phillips proceeded with a larger entourage. On 4 January 1897, 
Phillips and his party were ambushed near Gwato, resulting in the deaths 
of most British personnel and African porters. Only two British survivors 
remained. Over 100 porters were captured. News of the massacre 
reached London swiftly, triggering the Benin Punitive Expedition. On 9 
February 1897, around 1,200 British forces launched a full-scale invasion 
of the Kingdom of Benin. Within days, they overran the city, looted 
sacred sites and palaces, and burned much of it down, including the 
Oba’s palace. Evidence of human sacrifice was found. The Oba, fearing 
retribution, reportedly conducted further mass sacrifices in desperation.







The family of Strabane poet John McCrossan gathered in the town on 
a Saturday in 2019 to unveil his headstone, more than 100 years after 
his death.

John, also known as the ‘Evish Bard’, was a working-class farmer 
from Strabane who, in the early 19th century, spent much of his time 
writing and reciting poetry, which was frequently published – mainly 
in the Farmer’s Almanac. He had won awards for his work and often 
shared his poems with his local church, his community, and relatives 
overseas.

John passed away in 1895, aged in his 50s, and was buried in Strabane 
Cemetery alongside his wife Mary-Ann McGurk and their two children, 
John Junior and Rebecca. However, no headstone marked the grave, 
leaving it unidentifiable despite his local renown and a valued body of 
published work that continued to circulate.

That changed in 2019, when his descendants came together to raise 
funds for a headstone through a GoFundMe campaign. Approximately 
100 family members from Ireland, England, Australia, New Zealand, 
the United States, and across Europe gathered in Strabane to 
celebrate the life and legacy of their distinguished ancestor and 
ensure his memory would endure both locally and internationally. 
The headstone, created by Devine Memorials, was unveiled following 
a special Mass at the Church of the Immaculate Conception.

The event had been in planning for over a year and was made 
possible thanks to the efforts of Poet John’s great-great-grandson, 
Patrick McCrossan of New York, and his great-great-granddaughter, 
Rebecca (Reba) McDaid Longhorn, who rediscovered much of his 
work. Patrick had explained beforehand: “Descendants of Poet John 
will gather in Strabane – some for the first time – for the unveiling 
of the headstone and to celebrate his legacy. They will be travelling 
from Australia, England, Dublin, Scotland, and the US to participate in 
this momentous occasion.”

The event had already garnered widespread media attention in the 
weeks leading up to it, reportedly reaching around one million people.
Among those in attendance was the Mayor of Derry City and Strabane 
District Council, Michaela Boyle, who described it as a momentous 
occasion not just for the family, but for the wider community.



ELIZABETH TOLAND
Wife of Rev. C. R. TOLAND

Born 6th Sept. 1851, Died 26th Jan. 1908

REV. C. R. TOLAND
Born 20th Nov. 1839 Died 26th Oct. 1916

Also their daughter ANNIE
Died 29th Oct. 1965

And Their Daughter FRANCES
Died 13th March 1971





3444 Rifleman John Burke.
The Royal Irish Rifles.

Son of James and Annie Burke, of 
Drumnabury, Strabane.

John Burke, son of James Burke 
and Annie Burke, formerly Harpur, 

was born on 9 April 1902 at 
Drumnabury, Strabane. His father 

was a Labourer.

John Burke, aged 17, a bachelor, 
a Soldier, died at the Military 

Hospital, Victoria Barracks, Belfast, 
on 23 September 1918.

The cause of death was Influenza 
with Pneumonia, 7 days, Cardiac 

Syncope, certified.

Gunner Patrick Earley.
The Royal Garrison Artillery. 1st Reserve Battery.

Patrick Early, son of Michael Early and Annie Early, 
formerly McCallion, was born on 15 March 1891 at 

Drumnahoe, Newtownstewart, Co. Tyrone. His father 
was noted as a Labourer.

He was a military passenger on board R.M.S. Leinster 
which was sunk by torpedoes in the Irish Sea, 16 

miles east of Dublin, on the morning of 10th October 
1918, on its outbound journey of 68 miles from 

Kingstown, Dublin, to Holyhead, Anglesey, North 
Wales. His body was recovered, and brought back to 
Strabane for burial. His name is included in R.M.S. 

Leinster Casualties A - H

897755 Trooper John Alfred Wasson.
The Royal Armoured Corps. North Irish Horse.

Died: 27 May 1941 (aged 25)
Son of Robert and Louisa Wasson of Strabane.



Mary Foster (formerly Boyd) was the wife 
of George Foster, a labourer. she died at her 
home at Ballyfatton, Strabane and is buried 
in the family grave in Strabane Cemetery.

Inscription

In loving Memory memory of MARY FOSTER 
died 19th June 1919 aged 66 years

Also her son GEORGE Killed at Ypres 16th 
May 1915 aged 31 years

Also her son JOHN JAMES died 28th June 
1920 aged 44 years
Deeply Regretted

Also her husband GEORGE died 23rd March 
1935 aged 83 years

Also her son THOMAS who fell asleep 29th 
June 1937 aged 46 years

Erected by her family 

Service No: 7852
Age: 34

Regiment/Service: Royal Inniskilling 
Fusiliers, ‘B’ Coy. 2nd Bn.



1080089 Sergeant William Alexander McKinley.
Pilot. The Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Died: 29 March 1943, Aged 20.
Son of James and Elizabeth McKinley, of 

Strabane.

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Son
WILLIAM ALEXANDER SGT. Pilot R. A. F.

Killed 29th March 1943
Also GEORGE RAE Infant Son

Died 10th Jan. 1935
Also Their Father
JAMES McKINLEY

Who Died 21st May 1969
And Their Mother ELIZABETH

Who died 15th March 1989
And Their Son JAMES JOHNSTON

Who Died 2nd July 2017
Thy Will be Done

1427296 Gunner Patrick 
Joseph Gallagher.

The Royal Artillery.
332 Battery, 106 Heavy Anti-

Aircraft Regiment.
Died 1 June 1946 Aged 23.
Son of Nellie Gallagher, of 

Strabane.



1796407 Sergeant 
William Harpur

Wireless Operator/
Air Gunner.

The Royal Air Force 
Volunteer Reserve.
Died: 25 May 1944. 

Aged 21.
Son of John Blair 
Harpur and Annie 

Harpur, of Strabane.



1561437 Flight Sergeant Daniel Breslin D.F.M.
Air Gunner. The Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve

Died: 18 Jul 1943. Age 20
Son of Daniel and Bridget Breslin.





MAUDE DAVISON
Beloved Wife of JOHN McADAM HILL M. B.

Died 30th January 1956
Also the Above JOHN McADAM HILL M. B.

Died 24th December 1969


















