


Derry City Cemetery
Derry City Cemetery was opened in 1853, just 
after the Great Famine (An Gorta Mór). Like most 
developing cities at the time, the local church 
graveyards were no longer fit for purpose and posed 
a serious health risk. Driven by the need to control 
rampant diseases such as cholera and typhus, 
parliament decreed that new cemeteries be created a 
safe distance from population centres. The common 
thinking at the time was that these cemeteries could 
also act as parks or gardens. The solution in Derry 
lay on a hillside on the western outskirts of the city. 
The cemetery was thus laid out like a splendid garden 
based on similar sites such as the Victorian Glasgow 
Necropolis and Père Lachaise Cemetery in Paris.

The first reported burial was that of Robert 
McClelland, a 10-month-old child from Orchard Street 
in the city, who had died on 10 December 1853.

The cemetery opened with separate Catholic and 
Protestant sections and so, somewhat regrettably, 
people who were divided in life also became 
divided in death. The cemetery has since witnessed 
approximately 80,000+ interments and contains a 
diverse range of people, beliefs and affinities. From 
the uppermost levels it has panoramic views of the 
River Foyle and counties Derry, Donegal and Tyrone.

The history of the city and its links to the wider world 
spanning three centuries are literally carved in the 
numerous ageing headstones. Alongside the graves of 
the citizenry of the area lie the graves of industrialists, 
politicians, philanthropists, world war victims, Irish 
patriots, sports people, artists and celebrities.

A number of unmarked sections hold the remains of 
paupers who were buried with no physical memorials 
to their passing.

Since the beginning of the Troubles in 1968, and 
the opening of new cemeteries in the Waterside 
(Altnagelvin in 1963 and Ballyoan in 1991), the City 
Cemetery has become largely used by the Catholic 
community. The burial of renowned human rights 
activist, trade unionist and feminist Inez McCormack 
has been one of the few new graves in the Protestant 
section.

Some of the most visited graves are those in the 
Edwardian and Victorian sections including Cecil 
Frances Alexander, the composer of numerous hymns 
including ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’ and ‘There 
is a Green Hill Far Away’.

In recent times, the two Republican plots, with the 
graves of two hunger strikers and other notable 
figures including Martin McGuinness, have created 
significant historical interest as have the graves of 
those killed on Bloody Sunday.

One of the most visited graves currently is that of 
Sister Clare Crocket – with visitors coming from all 
over the globe to pray at her last resting place.

Every headstone has its own story to tell – of the 
person interred, their contribution to the world, or of 
their passing. These stories give an insight into the 
rich and eventful history of the city and region that 
they inhabited, however briefly in eternal terms.



Architectural & Symbolic Heritage
The principal entrance to Derry City Cemetery, constructed 
in 1859 by Matthew McClelland using Scotch sandstone, 
features a 120-foot frontage based on a prize-winning 
design by Fitzgibbon Louch. The project cost £635. In 1868, 
the Superintendent’s House and Mortuary Chapel were 
added, designed by Robert Collins of Pump Street, who 
served as the city’s consulting engineer from 1866 to 1874. 
The Irish Builder periodical reported (in 1868):

“In connection with the new Cemetery at Londonderry 
there have been lately completed a Mortuary Chapel 
and Superintendent’s Dwelling-house... The chapel 
is a neat building in the Gothic style, capable of 
accommodating about 220 persons... The cost of the 
works has been about £2,000, including the purchase 
of the site, entrance gates, and approach.”

The cemetery’s monuments reflect three main historical 
eras: Victorian, Edwardian, and late 20th century. Victorian 
funerary architecture in particular is richly symbolic, often 
elaborate, and influenced more by pagan, Egyptian, and 
neoclassical motifs than Christian ones. This reflected both 
societal status and the religious complexity of the time.

Victorian Symbolism and Religious Influence
In 19th-century Britain, mainstream Anglicanism 
coexisted with various dissenting Protestant 
denominations, as well as with the growing influence 
of High Church practices borrowing from Catholic 
tradition. These theological tensions manifested in 
cemetery architecture. For example:

Some Anglicans avoided crosses, viewing them as too 
Catholic, instead favouring urns, columns, or obelisks.

Egyptian motifs — detached from any Christian 
denomination — gained wide appeal. The obelisk, 
symbolising eternal life and resurrection, became 
especially prominent.

One of the cemetery’s most striking monuments is 
the 25-foot obelisk commemorating Patrick Gilmour 
(opposite). Born in Paisley, Gilmour co-owned the 
Londonderry and Glasgow Steamboat Company and 
helped found the city’s Savings Bank. The obelisk, 
crafted by Joseph Robinson Kirk from Portland stone 
and Wicklow granite, was erected in 1858.



Other notable symbols found throughout the cemetery include:
• Broken Columns – representing a life cut short or the loss of a family 
patriarch.
• Anchors – early Christian symbols of hope and salvation, often seen in the 
Protestant sections.
• Celtic Crosses – associated with the Celtic Revival, typically found in the 
Catholic areas and especially prevalent in the Republican Plot (1975–present).
• Covered Vases – referencing ancient cremation practices and used widely in 
Greek grave markers.
• Other Motifs – include wreaths (eternity), grieving women, clasped hands 
(farewell), and the “IHS” Christogram.

There are typically three types of Celtic Cross:
• Plain – minimal decoration.
• Ornamental – covered in interlace and spirals.
• Scriptural – engraved with Biblical scenes.

The Decline of Lavish Mourning
The height of Victorian funerary fashion occurred between 1860 and 1880. 
However, the death of Queen Victoria in 1901 marked a shift. Public sentiment 
began to reject the excess of the mourning industry, questioning the costs of 
grand memorials and mourning attire. Health and urban planning concerns 
further supported the move toward cremation. World War I delivered the 
final blow to Victorian mourning culture. The sheer number of war dead and 
the brutal nature of their deaths rendered traditional monuments hollow and 
excessive. With most soldiers buried where they fell, modest commemorative 
forms became the norm.

By the late 20th century, headstone regulations led to uniform dimensions, 
with stone surrounds giving way to more practical lawn-style layouts. 
Contemporary graves often feature:
• Open Bibles – typically inscribed.
• Angels – enduring symbols of resurrection and hope.
• Doves of Peace and roses – signifying tranquility and love.

While aesthetics have simplified, symbolic resonance remains strong, 
continuing a tradition of using the cemetery not only as a final resting place, 
but as a place to speak across generations in stone, symbol, and silence.
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Derry City Cemetery 
Derry City Cemetery was opened in 1853, just after the Great 
Famine (An Gorta Mór). Like most developing cities at the time, 
the local church graveyards were no longer fit for purpose and 
posed a serious health risk. Driven by the need to control rampant 
diseases such as cholera and typhus, parliament decreed that new 
cemeteries be created a safe distance from population centres. The 
common thinking at the time was that these cemeteries could also 
act as parks or gardens. The solution in Derry lay on a hillside on the 
western outskirts of the city. The cemetery was thus laid out like a 
splendid garden based on similar sites such as the Victorian Glasgow 
Necropolis and Père Lachaise Cemetery in Paris.

The cemetery opened with separate Catholic and Protestant 
sections and so, somewhat regrettably, people who were divided 
in life also became divided in death. The cemetery has since 
witnessed approximately 80,000+ interments and contains a 
diverse range of people, beliefs and affinities. From the uppermost 
levels it has panoramic views of the River Foyle and counties Derry, 
Donegal and Tyrone.

The history of the city and its links to the wider world spanning 
three centuries are literally carved in the numerous ageing 
headstones. Alongside the graves of the public citizenry of the area 
lie the marked graves of industrialists, politicians, philanthropists, 
world war victims, Irish patriots, sports people, artists and celebrities. 
A number of unmarked sections hold the remains of paupers who 
were buried with no physical memorials to their passing. 

Since the beginning of the Troubles in 1968, and the opening of 
cemeteries in the Waterside, the City Cemetery has become largely 
used by the Catholic community. The burial of renowned human 
rights activist, trade unionist and feminist Inez McCormack has been 
one of the few new graves in the Protestant section.

Some of the most visited graves are those in the Edwardian and 
Victorian sections including Cecil Frances Alexander, the composer 
of numerous hymns including All Things Bright and Beautiful and 
There is a Green Hill Far Away.

In recent times, the two Republican plots, with the graves of two 
hunger strikers and Martin McGuinness, have created significant 
historical interest as have the graves of those killed on Bloody Sunday.

This guide is not intended to be the definitive record of all the 
noteworthy historical or social figures at rest in Derry City Cemetery. 

Instead, it provides basic information on a representative cross 
section. Every headstone has its own story to tell – of the person 
interred, their contribution to the world, or of their passing. These 
stories give an insight into the rich and eventful history of the city 
and region that they inhabited, however briefly in eternal terms.
 
Biodiversity
The City Cemetery hilltop site is an important green space for 
biodiversity, with grassland, scattered trees, hedgerows, walls and 
graves providing a habitat for a range of species.

Yew trees, so much a symbol of death with poisonous berries 
and bark, are numerous in the old section. One of the most striking 
landmarks is the ‘Devil’s Tree’ with its menacing gnarled branches.

Along with the usual common gulls, blackbirds, robins and rooks, 
wildlife regularly spotted includes peregrine falcons, sparrow 
hawks, field mice and bats. A fox and red squirrel have even been 
observed. The numerous hares and rabbits that also populate the 
cemetery can cause noticeable damage on occasion to graves and 
destroy fresh flowers.

Please remember, Derry City Cemetery is still a working burial 
place. Interments may take place on any given day so visitors are 
requested to respect the sensitivities of those attending the graves of 
their loved ones. Visitors are advised to be mindful of their safety in 
the older sections where the ground may be steep and uneven and 
some of the headstones may be in a vulnerable condition. All dogs 
must be kept on a leash.

Cemetery Access
There are two car entrances to the cemetery (with car parking 
facilities) – at Lone Moor Road and Creggan Gate – and a pedestrian 
gate at Kildrum Gardens. 

Opening times
Spring/Summer (1 May–30 Sept) – Mon to Sun: 8.00am–7.00pm
Autumn/Winter (1 Oct–30 April) – Mon to Sun: 8.00am–4.30pm

General enquiries 
City Cemetery Office, Gatelodge , Lone Moor Road, Derry BT48 9LA 
Tel: (028) 7136-2615; Email: grainne.murray@derrystrabane.com
For information on cemetery records online: Tower Museum 
Tel: (028) 7137-2411; Email: tower.reception@derrystrabane.com

Supported by Derry City Council and the 
PEACE IV Peace Tourism Project Infrastructure 
Development Fund. tel: (028) 7125 3253; 
email: info@derrystrabane.com

Produced with assistance from  
Northern ireland Housing executive

Friends of Derry City Cemetery/ 
Cemetery tour Guide
Seamus Breslin MA 
Tel: 079-3577-9498 / 078-7435-1224
Email: jpbreslin@outlook.com
Facebook: Friends of Derry City cemeteries
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posed a serious health risk. Driven by the need to control rampant 
diseases such as cholera and typhus, parliament decreed that new 
cemeteries be created a safe distance from population centres. The 
common thinking at the time was that these cemeteries could also 
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sections and so, somewhat regrettably, people who were divided 
in life also became divided in death. The cemetery has since 
witnessed approximately 80,000+ interments and contains a 
diverse range of people, beliefs and affinities. From the uppermost 
levels it has panoramic views of the River Foyle and counties Derry, 
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The history of the city and its links to the wider world spanning 
three centuries are literally carved in the numerous ageing 
headstones. Alongside the graves of the public citizenry of the area 
lie the marked graves of industrialists, politicians, philanthropists, 
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A number of unmarked sections hold the remains of paupers who 
were buried with no physical memorials to their passing. 

Since the beginning of the Troubles in 1968, and the opening of 
cemeteries in the Waterside, the City Cemetery has become largely 
used by the Catholic community. The burial of renowned human 
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one of the few new graves in the Protestant section.

Some of the most visited graves are those in the Edwardian and 
Victorian sections including Cecil Frances Alexander, the composer 
of numerous hymns including All Things Bright and Beautiful and 
There is a Green Hill Far Away.

In recent times, the two Republican plots, with the graves of two 
hunger strikers and Martin McGuinness, have created significant 
historical interest as have the graves of those killed on Bloody Sunday.

This guide is not intended to be the definitive record of all the 
noteworthy historical or social figures at rest in Derry City Cemetery. 

Instead, it provides basic information on a representative cross 
section. Every headstone has its own story to tell – of the person 
interred, their contribution to the world, or of their passing. These 
stories give an insight into the rich and eventful history of the city 
and region that they inhabited, however briefly in eternal terms.
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1. Celtic Cross of St Columba to the Forgotten Dead of Derry
Memorial to those paupers buried in unmarked plots. 
Unveiled in 1993 - pictured opposite.

2. Cross of Sacrifice [Middle Top]
Similar memorial crosses were erected in cemeteries around 
the world that held the graves of Commonwealth military 
personnel / of WW1 and WW2.

3. Sir Francis Henry Miller [Bottom right]
Three generations of the Miller family were mayors of the 
Corporation between 1840 and 1902. Joseph Ewing Miller 
was a doctor and his son William Miller also. His grandson 
Francis Henry Miller was a solicitor.

4. Samuel Watt [Below]
The Watt family came to Derry from Ramelton in 1762 and 
established A Watt and Co Distillery in Abbey Street. Their 
Tyrconnell Whiskey brand was world famous.

5. John Weir Johnston [Top right]
Weir Johnston was mayor of Derry, 1897-1898. His 
gravestone is a prominent Irish round tower.



6. Knox of Prehen Vault
Tucked within the City Cemetery lies a vault belonging to one of Derry’s 
most storied families — the Knoxes of Prehen. Originally Scottish, the Knox 
family arrived in Ulster during the Plantation period in 1610 and established 
themselves in Derry by 1664. Over centuries, their legacy became entwined 
with politics, romance, warfare, and literature — spanning not just Ireland, 
but much of Europe.

The family’s ancestral seat, Prehen House, still stands today on the edge 
of the city. It is forever linked with one of Ireland’s most tragic love stories 
— the tale of John ‘Half-Hanged’ McNaughton. In 1761, McNaughton, a 
disgraced gambler and debtor, ambushed the Knox family coach in a botched 
attempt to abduct his teenage sweetheart, Mary Ann Knox, daughter of 
Prehen’s owner. The attack ended in her accidental death. McNaughton was 
later captured and sentenced to death; although the rope broke during his 
hanging—a twist that gave him his nickname — he insisted on being hanged 
properly to atone for her death. The story has echoed through the centuries 
as a cautionary tale of passion, class, and honour.

Fast forward to the 20th century, and the Knox legacy took an extraordinary 
turn. Colonel Baron George von Scheffler Knox, a descendant of the Prehen 
line, was a career officer in the Imperial German Army during World War I. 
His personal story defies the usual binary of nationalist identities. George 
fell in love with a Swiss woman, Rose Grimm, and together they had two 
daughters. The elder married Dr. Ludwig von Scheffler, a German academic, 
and their son, also named George, rose to prominence at the court of Kaiser 
Wilhelm II, mingling with European elites during the last days of the old 
empires.

This younger George inherited both his German title and the Irish estate 
— becoming Baron von Scheffler Knox of Prehen. At the outbreak of WWI, 
he was living in Ireland and faced internment as an enemy alien. Thanks to 
local assistance, he managed to escape and return to Germany to rejoin his 
regiment — but his departure cost him his inheritance in Ireland. The estate 
eventually reverted to another branch of the Knox family.

Despite this rupture, the family bond to Prehen endured. In a symbolic 
moment of reconciliation, the Baron’s son held his wedding reception at 
Prehen House in 1988, nearly a century after the family’s forced exile from 
their ancestral home.

The vault in Derry City Cemetery became the final resting place for several 
members of this transnational lineage. Colonel George von Scheffler Knox’s 
ashes were interred there in 1966, and in 2011, those of his son, Johann 
Ludwig Prehen von Scheffler Knox, followed. Johann had served in the 
German Army during World War II, and with his passing, a remarkable 
European chapter in Derry’s history drew to a close.

Beyond this continental branch, other members of the Knox family have 
made notable contributions to global history. Dilly Knox, a first cousin, 
played a key role at Bletchley Park, cracking parts of the Enigma Code and 
helping to shorten WWII. Monsignor Ronald Knox, a renowned theologian 
and translator, produced one of the most acclaimed English translations of 
the Latin Bible in the 20th century. Writers, poets, and public servants in the 
Knox lineage have left their imprint on British and Irish intellectual life.

The Knox vault, then, is not just a burial site — it is a monument to centuries 
of entwined histories: of Anglo-Irish ascendancy, cross-border romance, 
international warfare, and enduring cultural influence. For visitors, it serves 
as a portal to a forgotten aristocracy, and a reminder of how deeply Derry’s 
story is embedded in the wider currents of European history.



7. Joseph Ewing Miller 
See No. 3, above.

8. Dr Walter Bernard [Opposite]
A physician and surgeon in the city, Bernard 
supervised the restoration of the scenic beauty 
spot of Grianán of Aileach fort in County 
Donegal in the 1870s.

9. Cecil Frances Alexander [More detail later]
Famous for composing hymns such as ‘All 
Things Bright and Beautiful’, Cecil Frances 
(1818-1895) was the wife of William Alexander, 
Bishop of Derry and Raphoe. The white marble 
Roman cross is believed to be the first erected 
in the Protestant section.

10. John and Joseph Cooke [Below]
The Cookes (of Boom Hall) were owners of 
one of the major shipping lines that carried 
thousands of emigrants from Derry port to 
North America in the 19th century. 

11. William Tillie [More detail later]
Tillie was a shirt and collar maker in Glasgow. 
In 1851, he and partner John Henderson 
established the first shirt factory in Derry. By 
1890, Tillie and Henderson employed 1,500 
workers in their Foyle Road factory which 
merited a mention in Karl Marx’s Das Kapital. 
(Headstone is directly in front of the Gilmour 
site and the inscriptions are difficult to read.)

12. Patrick Gilmour
Owner of the Londonderry and Glasgow 
Steamboat Company, Gilmour was a 
philanthropist and generous to the poor. His 
monument is the largest in the cemetery. 

13. Fosters of Ballinacross [More detail later]
Some historians claim the Fosters are relatives 
of Stephen Collins Foster who was established 
as one of the leading figures of the American 
music scene through songs such as ‘Oh! 
Susanna’ and ‘Camptown Races’. 



14. Bartholomew McCorkell
In the mid-1900s Bartholomew’s grandfather 
William founded the McCorkell Shipping Line 
transporting thousands of Irish to the new world. 

15. Thomas Austin
Thomas established Austins Department Store 
in the city in 1830. Predating Macy’s & Harrods, 
it remained the world’s oldest independent 
department store until its closure in 2016. 

16. George Lyndsay
George Lyndsay died aged 103 and is believed 
to be the city’s last WW1 ‘Tommy’. He had gone 
out into No-Man’s Land at the Somme in 1916 to 
search for his brother.

17. Wilson Family Plot [Top right]
The tragic family history of William Wilson from 
Fountain Street is recorded here. Between 1875 
and 1886, six of his children passed away, all 
aged under 18, and one of them had survived 
only months. Such child mortality was common 
before the advancement of modern medicine.

18. Inez McCormack [Opposite middle]
A human rights and union activist, McCormack 
was key to the drafting of women’s and union 
rights in the Good Friday Agreement of 1998. She 
was the first female president of the ICTU (1999-
2001) and was named by Newsweek (2011) as 
one of the ‘150 women who shake the world’. Inez 
is one of the few newer burials in the Protestant 
section (in 2013).
 
19. William Mitchell
William Mitchell came to Derry with his father, 
a master mariner (from Hull). They established 
the Foyle Shipping Line which operated out of 
the city.

20. John Guy Ferguson [Top right]
Marked by a relatively modest headstone, Ferguson was the 
architect who gave the city many of its beautiful buildings. He 
designed the Guildhall, St Columb’s Cathedral PS, Apprentice Boys 
Memorial Hall, Welch Margetson shirt factory, the Commercial 
Buildings in Foyle Street and St Augustine’s Church on the Walls.

21. Hamilton Mitchell [Bottom right]
Mitchell was the third generation of doctors from Glendermott 
Valley in the Waterside. Surgeon Major Hamilton Mitchell 
qualified LRCS Edinburgh in 1853 and entered the Army Medical 
Department as an Assistant Surgeon on 21 July 1854. He served 
in the Eastern Campaign from 8 November 1854 to 18 February 
1855. He was present at the bombardment and fall of Sebastopol 
and received the Crimea Medal with clasp and the Turkish Medal. 
He was subsequently gazetted Assistant-Surgeon to the 96th 
Regiment, in which he served for over twenty-one years in various 
parts of the world.

22. Richard Bolitho [Opposite]
Portrush-born Bolitho was one of the famous WWII Dam Busters. 
Operation Chastise (the Dambusters Raid) was an attack on 
German dams carried out on the night of 16/17 May, 1943 by 
617 Squadron RAF Bomber Command, using special bouncing 
bombs developed by Barnes Wallis. The Möhne and Edersee 
dams were breached, causing catastrophic flooding of the 
Ruhr valley and of villages in the Eder valley; the Sorpe Dam 
sustained only minor damage. Two hydroelectric power stations 
were destroyed and several more damaged. Factories and mines 
were also damaged and destroyed. An estimated 1,600 civilians 
– about 600 Germans and 1,000 enslaved labourers, mainly 
Soviet – were killed by the flooding. Despite rapid repairs by the 
Germans, production did not return to normal until September. 
In all, 133 men in 19 planes took part in the attacks (53 of them 
died and three were captured amid losses of eight aircraft). 
Richard was a rear gunner on the plane that crashed en route to 
the dams in the Ruhr Valley. Though interred in Germany, he is 
commemorated here on the family stone. Facing this is a row of 
graves of servicemen from the Crimean, Boer and First World 
Wars.



23. Basil McCrea
Basil McCrea and his business partner Sir John 
McFarland founded McCrea and McFarland contractors 
and carriers in the 19th century. They contributed to 
the development of the local railway network. Basil 
was a Magee College benefactor which at one time was 
known as McCrea-Magee College. 

24. C Oliver Eaton [Opposite]
A member of the famous Eaton’s Bakery family from 
Derry, C Oliver was a director of the Peter Pan Bakery 
when he was killed by the IRA in Belfast in 1976. 
He had served for many years as an officer in the 
British Army and his family home was ‘Everest’ on the 
Limavady Road.

25. Charles O’Neill [Top Middle]
O’Neill was very influential in Nationalist politics in 
the early 1900s and had suggested that the local 
Irish National Volunteers should enlist in the 16th 
Irish Division in WW1. General Hickey, commander 
of the 16th, would later attend his funeral. Charles 
was a descendant of Owen Roe O’Neill and named his 
mansion ‘Ard Owen’. It later became a hotel which was 
bombed by the IRA. Charles donated most of his wealth 
to the church.

26. Hugh C O’Doherty [Top Right]
Widely respected for his all-round fairness, O’Doherty 
was the first Catholic (and Nationalist) mayor of Derry, 
1920-1923.

27. Commonwealth War Graves Commission – 
Protestant Section [Oppopsite]
Contains mostly graves of naval personnel with one 
from Holland and several from Canada. It also has a 
link to one of WW2’s greatest maritime disasters – and 
wartime secrets. After the attack on Pearl Harbor and 
the entry of the USA into WW2, the first shipment of 
US troops were to cross the Atlantic on the liner RMS 

Queen Mary. The captain was ordered ‘not to stop 
until destination reached’. Approaching the Donegal 
coast, HMS Curacoa was tasked as its escort. The 
Queen Mary, carrying out zig-zag manoeuvres to avoid 
U-boats, accidentally cut the Curacoa in half with huge 
loss of life among the crew of the much smaller vessel. 
Many of the dead were brought to Derry in great 
secrecy and some of them are buried here.

28. Memorial to Stillborn Babies
On 20 February 2011 a monument was unveiled to 
the memory of all stillborn babies buried in unmarked 
graves in the cemetery.

29. Sisters of Nazareth Plot
This Catholic religious order came to Derry in 1892 and 
their premises in Bishop Street served the poor, needy 
and elderly until closure in 2013. This plot holds the 
remains of over 1,000 residents buried between 1897 
and 1991.

30. Paupers’ Plot
There are five unmarked sections in the cemetery 
where the paupers of the city from all traditions were 
buried. Most of them were inmates of the Workhouse. 
This practice ceased with the introduction of the 
Welfare State after WW2. The Workhouse had a 
special reusable coffin for transporting bodies to the 
cemetery and this still remains in the care of the local 
Museum Services.

31. Alderman James McCarron [Bottom right]
McCarron was a labour leader in the city during the 
early 1900s. He was a friend of prominent union and 
socialist activists James Connolly and Jim Larkin. 
McCarron died in the sinking of the RMS Leinster in 
1918 by a German submarine, on his way to negotiate 
wage rates for Derry workers. A huge Celtic cross was 
erected at his grave by his comrades in the labour 
movement.



32. Frank Carney TD
A member of Dáil Éireann, Carney lived in the 
Bogside and was involved with the IRB and 
active in the IRA during the War of Independence, 
1919-21. He was a comrade of Michael Collins 
and spent time in Derry Jail and Ballykinlar 
Internment Camp. Frank became an officer in the 
Irish National Army but refused to take part in the 
Civil War. He died suddenly aged 36.

33. Stephen McConomy
Stephen was an innocent 11-year-old Bogside 
resident when he was killed by a plastic bullet in 
1982 fired by a British soldier.

34. The 1920s Section
In this area of the cemetery can be seen many 
graves related to the turmoil of the 1920s 
including Derry riots of 1920, the War of 
Independence, Partition and the Irish Civil War. 
Some of those of interest are the McAnaney, Fox, 
Morrison, Gallagher and McGlinchey family plots. 
Look for the flagpoles as indicators. 

35. James Downey
Downey was a member of the Irish National 
Volunteers’ Bogside Battalion in 1914. He responded 
like many others to their leader John Redmond’s 
call to join up in WW1. James was wounded in 
France with the 16th Irish Division in 1916. He was 
hospitalised at Guildford, England, where he died 
and his body was brought home to Derry. 

36. CWGC – Catholic Section
Many of those from Canada and elsewhere had 
served together during WW2 but were buried 
apart because of religion. In this section is 
Catherine Williamson, one of the few female war 
graves. Cathy died in an accident while serving as 
a Wren in the Women’s Royal Naval Service.

37. James Keenan – Cmdr James McGlinchey
James Keenan was a significant figure in the IRA 
in Derry during 1919-22 when James McGlinchey 
was commander of the more moderate Irish 
National Volunteers. Both were involved in the 
intercommunal disturbances of 1920 during 
which forty local people died within weeks. Pathé 
News reels covering the riots called Derry ‘The 
City of Terror’. Both men had previously served in 
the British Army.

38. Ó Mianáin Celtic Stone With Gaelic Script
An example of the many Gaelic stones in various 
sections of the cemetery and evidence of the 
existence of Gaeilgeoiri in Derry over many 
generations.

39. Messines Park Bombing
Thirteen people died when a German bomber 
dropped mines on this Derry housing estate in 
1941. Some of them are buried in this area. It is 
ironic that the estate was named after a WW1 
battle and housed families of WW1 veterans. Also 
of note are the graves of two local men ‘killed 
by enemy action’ – a German V2 rocket – while 
working in England in WWII.

40. Pedestrian Gate at Kildrum Gardens
If you exit this gate, a few yards to your left are 
two sites of interest. The first is a memorial 
to Eamonn Lafferty, the first Provisional IRA 
volunteer killed in Derry, shot during a gun battle 
with the British Army in 1971. 

The second site is that of the Good Samaritans’ 
bombing. In 1988, Sheila Lewis, Gerard Curran 
and Eugene Dalton went to check on the welfare 
of a neighbour in an adjacent set of flats. They 
triggered a booby trap bomb planted by the IRA 
which resulted in their deaths. 

Margaret McAnaney was a volunteer in 
the IRA in 1922. She was 18 years old 
when she was killed on active service 
(31st May 1922). At the inquest into her 
death her best friend Maggie Canning 
from Bluebellhill Terrace stated that they 
and some friends were on their way to 
have a picnic on Inch Island. They had 
hitched a lift on a lorry and were stopped 
at an IRA checkpoint at The Rectory, 
Burnfoot, County Donegal. The sentry 
at the checkpoint was a good friend of 
Margaret’s and they had a friendly chat. 
When the time came for them to move 
on, the sentry's rifle unexpectantly fired, 
fatally wounding Miss McAnaney. Her 
father Robert was a Sinn Fein councillor 
in the Londonderry Corporation at the 
time and a tailor by trade. He also was a 
member of the IRA. The family home was 
at 245, Bishop Street.



41. Bloody Sunday Graves [Opposite)
Fourteen people died as a result of the shootings by 
the British Army on 30 January 1972. The families 
had campaigned for many years for the innocence 
of the dead to be declared. After a long inquiry 
led by Lord Saville, the killings were declared as 
‘unjustified and unjustifiable’ and their innocence was 
proclaimed by the British PM in 2010. After what 
locals called ‘the massacre of Bloody Sunday’ there 
was a proposal that all of the dead be laid to rest side 
by side. Eventually, however, only five were buried 
alongside each other and the others were interred in 
family plots. 

42. Manus Deery – William Best [Top right)
These two boys had attended the same secondary 
school and died in the Bogside in very different 
circumstances. Manus was only 15 years old and was 
shot while eating chips in the vicinity of the Bogside 
Inn in May 1972 by a British Army sniper. The 
Ministry of Defence in 2016 admitted that his killing 
was unjustified. Ranger Willie Best was killed by the 
Official IRA two days after Manus. Willie had been 
serving with the Royal Irish Rangers in Germany and 
was home on leave. It is believed that local public 
outrage after this killing led to the Official IRA calling 
a ceasefire.
 
43. Irish Republican Socialist Plot [Middle]
Two of the 1981 hunger strikers from Derry, Patsy 
O’Hara and Michael Devine, are buried in this plot 
which commemorates all the hunger strikers and 
local Republican Socialist dead.
 
44. Susan Morgan [Opposite]
Susan Morgan was a teenage victim of the Stardust 
nightclub fire disaster in Dublin on Valentine’s night, 
1981. Forty-eight young people aged 16-26 ‘never 
came home’. An investigation revealed that many of 
the fire exits were locked. 

45. Provisional IRA Plot [Opposite]
This long row of Celtic crosses identifies the 
individual graves of many Provisional IRA dead 
alongside the statue of Irish legendary warrior 
Cú Chulainn. The grave of Martin McGuinness, 
one of the most significant Irish Republican 
figures of the era, lies here. McGuinness was 
Northern Sinn Féin leader, key negotiator of the 
1998 Good Friday Agreement, former Deputy 
First Minister in the N Ireland Assembly and an 
IRA commander in the early 1970s.

46. Eddie McAteer [Bottom right]
Born in Scotland, McAteer (1914-86) led the 
Irish Nationalist party in official opposition in 
the Stormont parliament in the 1960s and was 
active in the ensuing NI Civil Rights movement. 
He was hailed by many as a ‘giant of Irish 
politics’. 

47. Bridget Bond [Bottom middle]
Bridget Bond was born in Derry [1925]. She 
lived with her young family in poor housing 
conditions in various locations before settling in 
Creggan. In an era when many women deferred 
to men and the church Bridget was leading 
campaigns against bad housing and poverty. 
Some have called Bridget “Derry’s answer to 
Rosa Parkes” of the US Civil Rights movement. 
Bridget was at the fore of the nonviolent NI 
Civil Rights campaign and had the great honour 
of unveiling the Bloody Sunday memorial in the 
Bogside.

48. Jim McShane [Bottom right]
As a front man for Italian outfit Baltimora, 
McShane had a No 1 worldwide hit with Tarzan 
Boy in 1985. Despite many other recordings, he 
never had the same success. Jim was a regular 
performer in his early years at the Derry Feis. 



49. Garden of Angels for Stillborn Babies

50. Travellers’ Graves
In this area are some very ornate graves 
of the Irish Traveller tradition.

51. Brendan Duddy
Businessman who for many years 
was a secret link between the British 
Government and Irish Republicans. 
Played an important role in the Peace 
Talks leading to the 1998 Good Friday 
Agreement.

52. Sister Clare Crockett
Local girl who became a nun in 2000. 
Was well known for her outstanding 
personality. Worked in Spain the USA and 
died in an earthquake in Ecuador. The 
movie “All or Nothing” relates her life 
story and miracles attributed to her have 
led to calls for sainthood.

53. John Hume
Nobel Peace Prize winner; Constitutional 
politician, European and Westminster 
MP, Good Friday Agreement architect and 
negotiator, party politician, community 
activist , civil rights leader, founder of 
Derry Credit Union and a proud family 
and Derry man. He was Irelands’ Martin 
Luther King according to Bill Clinton. 
A giant whose legacy of peace and 
reconciliation will live forever who 
was voted Irelands greatest in an RTE 
public poll . John now lies at rest facing 
the Brandywell stadium and the old St 
Columb’s College, that were such large 
parts of his life, and facing out across the 
Foyle and “the town he loved so well”.



William Tillie (1822–1904)
Industrial Pioneer, Philanthropist, and Civic Leader

Born in October 1822 at Crookston Mains, in the parish of 
Stow, Midlothian, Scotland, William Tillie was the son of John 
and Jannet Tillie, prosperous farmers. He began his career as 
an agent for Robert Sinclair, a Glasgow shirt manufacturer, 
frequently travelling to Derry to source fabric and arrange for 
shirt finishing. As Derry’s textile industry expanded, Tillie and 
Sinclair relocated from Glasgow in the early 1850s, forming 
a partnership with John Henderson to manage warehousing 
operations locally and beyond. They established a factory on 
Little James Street employing forty workers, marking the 
first local integration of cutting, sewing, and finishing in a 
single enterprise – although much work was still carried out 
by domestic outworkers. Uniquely, Tillie’s firm introduced 
a system of quality control through dedicated inspectors, 
instead of relying on freelance agents, leading to rapid 
success and a move to larger premises on Foyle Street.

By 1854, Tillie and Henderson had patented a method for 
printing shirting fabric, and in 1856, Tillie – now the leading 
partner – revolutionised the industry by introducing the 
sewing machine to Derry. He acquired 100 machines from 
London for £2,100, a huge investment at the time. Rather than 
relying solely on treadle-powered machines, he pioneered 
a steam-powered sewing system using shafts and pulleys – 
likely the first of its kind in Ulster. The same steam engine 
also heated the new four-storey factory, opened on 30 
December 1856 at the junction of Wapping Lane and Foyle 
Road. Expanded in 1862 and 1866, the Tillie and Henderson 
factory grew into Derry’s largest industrial premises – and 
the largest shirt factory in the world.

By the late 19th century, the factory employed 4,500 workers, 
mostly women, with an additional 2,000 outworkers. Karl 
Marx even referenced Tillies in Das Kapital (1867) as an 
example of the hybrid factory/domestic production model. 
The industry reshaped Derry’s economy and demographics; in 

a city with limited male employment, women became primary 
earners, developing a unique culture of solidarity and factory 
life that endures in local memory.

Tillie continued to innovate. In 1859, he patented a sewing 
machine clamp, and later improvements in shirt construction. 
Combined with skilled labour, these innovations made Derry 
shirts renowned for their quality, tailoring, and the so-called 
“Derry finish.” By 1860, the city was producing five million 
shirts annually, worn by middle-class professionals across 
the world. Tillie and Henderson also produced vast quantities 
of collars, undergarments, and complete outfits.
 
A Progressive Employer
For his era, Tillie was considered an enlightened employer. 
In 1866, he established a national school within the factory 
to educate younger female workers. His company reduced 
the standard working week to 51 hours – shorter than most 
contemporary firms – and supported social activities and 
holidays for staff. Employees also benefited from a company 
doctor, an on-site library, and a choir which Tillie actively 
encouraged, contributing to Derry’s enduring choral tradition.
Civic Leadership and Influence

Beyond business, Tillie was deeply involved in Derry’s 
civic and institutional life. A landowner and railway 
company director, he served on the board of Foyle College, 
the Corporation, and was a founding member and later 
president of the Chamber of Commerce. He also presided 
over the North-West Agricultural Society, acted as bridge 
commissioner, and held a remarkable 42-year term as 
harbour commissioner. In 1892, one of the largest sailing 
ships built in Derry – a steel-clad vessel trading with 
Australia and the Far East – was named in his honour.

His public service roles were extensive: Justice of the Peace, 
High Sheriff of County Londonderry (1872), Lieutenant for 
the City, and Deputy Lieutenant for the County. In 1903, he 
welcomed King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra to Derry, 
with his son serving as Mayor during the royal visit.



Tillie also supported health and education. He was a 
long-time board member of both Derry Asylum and 
the city infirmary, to which he donated a new wing. He 
contributed generously to the Presbyterian Church, 
serving as an elder in First Derry, subscribing to the 
denomination’s sustentation fund, and supporting the 
education of ministers’ families. He is also credited 
with building houses for Magee College professors and 
backing a national school affiliated with First Derry.

Politics and Philanthropy
Initially a supporter of the Liberal Party, Tillie was 
treasurer of the Londonderry Tenant Right Society in 
the 1870s. However, when Gladstone proposed Home 
Rule, Tillie shifted to the Liberal Unionists, becoming a 
member of the Ulster Convention League in 1897 and 
later president of the Londonderry Unionist Association.

He married Agnes Marshall Lee in March 1852 in Stow, 
Scotland. Agnes came from a similarly well-off farming 
family and played a key role in Derry’s charitable life. 
She financed a home for district nurses on Great James 
Street, supported the development of district nursing in 
poor areas, and donated a horse-drawn ambulance for 
emergency use by the police.

Death and Legacy
William Tillie died on 8 March 1904 at his home, 
Duncreggan, later used by Foyle and Londonderry 
College. His funeral was a moment of profound civic 
unity – factories closed, blinds were drawn along the 
funeral route, and thousands lined the streets. The 
cortege included Royal Irish Constabulary officers, the 
boys and masters of Foyle College, and representatives 
from all the institutions Tillie had supported.

He left a personal estate of £196,880, donating £500 
each to the Londonderry Infirmary and District Nursing 
Society, and £1,000 to the Presbyterian sustentation 
fund.



The McCorkell Family: Derry’s Maritime Legacy
 
Londonderry Port was once one of the most important gateways 
for transatlantic emigration, especially during the 18th and 19th 
centuries. Tens of thousands departed from here bound for North 
America, particularly during the era of the Great Irish Famine. 
The names Cooke, Mitchell, and most prominently McCorkell, are 
indelibly linked with this history – and all are remembered in Derry 
City Cemetery.

From as early as 1778, the McCorkell Company operated 
as shipping agents for vessels trading to and from County 
Londonderry. In 1800, brothers William and Archibald McCorkell, 
sons of the founder, began expanding the business, partnering with 
American-owned ships to operate routes between Ireland, Canada, 
the West Indies, and beyond.

Their first vessel, the Marcus Hill, was acquired in 1815, just after the 
close of the American Revolutionary War, and sailed until 1827. She 
was followed by the President in 1824, and then the Caroline (1834) 
and Erin (1836). These acquisitions marked the beginning of a unique 
family tradition – commissioning oil paintings of each ship, many of 
which remain in the McCorkell family’s private collection today.

One of their most successful ships was the Mohongo, built in 
Canada and launched in 1851. Over two decades, she completed 
more than 100 Atlantic crossings, many with emigrants fleeing 
poverty and famine in Ireland. Destinations included Quebec, St. 
John’s, New York, Philadelphia, and New Orleans, making the 
McCorkell Line a vital artery in the Irish diaspora.

The “Green Yacht from Derry”
As the 19th century progressed and speed became critical, 
Bartholomew McCorkell commissioned a new ship in New 
Brunswick. Launched in 1860, the Minnehaha – named after a 
character in Longfellow’s poem The Song of Hiawatha – was a 
sleek, fast vessel that crossed the Atlantic year-round, including 
in winter. At a cost of $72,000, she was a bold investment and 
soon became known as “The Green Yacht from Derry” due to her 
distinctive colour and home port.

During the American Civil War, the Minnehaha ran goods to the 
Federal Government while also transporting emigrants. Records 
show that 5,164 passengers had their fares prepaid by family 
members in the U.S., many of whom used the services of Robert 
Taylor & Co., the McCorkell Line’s Philadelphia agents. Some of the 
original passage tickets from this period survive in the McCorkell 
family archives.

Inspired by the Minnehaha’s success, the company named six 
more ships after characters from Longfellow’s Hiawatha, creating 
a literary fleet that captured the imagination of passengers and 
communities on both sides of the Atlantic.
From Sail to Steam: The End of an Era

By the 1870s, steamships began to eclipse the traditional sailing 
vessels. Though the McCorkell Line continued passenger services 
until 1897, cargo increasingly became their main business. In 
1880, the Minnehaha was converted to a barque, reducing her sail 
and crew requirements, and she remained in service until 1895 
– a remarkable 35 years. She was the last major locally owned 
transatlantic sailing ship before steamships took over, leading to 
the end of the McCorkell Line in 1896.

The importance of this maritime connection resonates to this day. Many 
families in Canada, the United States, and Newfoundland trace their 
roots to emigrants who sailed aboard McCorkell ships from Derry.

Civic Leadership and Legacy
The McCorkell family remained influential in the city long after the 
age of sail. Sir Dudley McCorkell served as Mayor of Derry (1930–
1934) and represented Northern Ireland at the Ottawa Conference 
on Trade in 1933. He was succeeded by his nephew, Colonel Sir 
Michael McCorkell, who continued the family’s civic and commercial 
leadership, including service on the Harbour Board and as Chairman 
of Wm. McCorkell & Co.

Michael’s son, John McCorkell, oversaw the relocation of Derry Port 
from the city centre to Lisahally in 1990, modernising the port’s 
infrastructure and ushering in a new era of maritime commerce.

In 2008, the family donated a set of historical ship prints to 
Altnagelvin Hospital, in memory of Colonel Sir Michael and as a 
tribute to the family’s generations of service to Derry. The figurehead 
of the Minnehaha, a striking wooden carving from the ship’s prow, 
is now housed at the Tower Museum in Derry, offering visitors a 
tangible connection to this golden age of sail. Derry City Cemetery 
includes memorials to several McCorkell family members and other 
key maritime figures – ideal for those on walking tours tracing the 
city’s port history.



Cecil Frances Alexander (1818–1895)
Poet, Hymnwriter, Reformer

Buried in Derry City Cemetery, Cecil Frances Alexander (née 
Humphreys), known to her family as Fanny, remains one of the most 
enduring figures in Irish literary / ecclesiastical history. Best known as 
the author of some of the world’s most beloved hymns, she also played 
a significant role in 19th-century education, social reform, and the 
cultural life of Ulster.

Born in Eccles Street, Dublin, in 1818, she was the second 
daughter of Major John Humphreys, a former Royal Marine 
and land agent to the Earl of Wicklow, and Elizabeth 
Frances Reed, whose brother General Thomas Reed 
served during the Indian Mutiny. The family later moved 
to Ballykeane House, Co. Wicklow, and then to Milltown 
House near Strabane, Co. Tyrone, when her father 
became land agent to the 2nd Marquess of Abercorn.

From an early age, Fanny showed a gift for verse. 
Strongly influenced by the Oxford Movement – 
which sought to restore high-church ideals within 
Anglicanism – she collaborated with Lady Harriet 
Howard in writing religious tracts. Her work was 
marked by deep theological reflection, a pastoral tone, 
and a profound empathy for the poor.

Hymnwriter of the People
Alexander’s hymns became a staple of Christian worship 
across the English-speaking world. Her works included:
“Once in Royal David’s City”; “There is a Green Hill Far Away”; “All 
Things Bright and Beautiful” & “I Bind Unto Myself Today”  

These hymns first appeared in her landmark collection, Hymns for Little 
Children (1848), which was reprinted dozens of times and helped shape 
Christian religious education in the Victorian period. Alexander also 
wrote more varied verse, including “The Legend of Stumpie’s Brae”, a 
chilling ballad in Ulster-Scots dialect that impressed none other than 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson. This work adds literary and folkloric value to 
her legacy, showing her deep connection to local traditions.

Marriage, Ministry, and Mission
In 1850, she married Rev. William Alexander, then rector of 
Termonamongan, and later Church of Ireland Bishop of Derry and 
Raphoe, and ultimately Archbishop of Armagh. Throughout her life, she 
remained deeply engaged in charitable work, including the founding of 
the Derry and Raphoe Diocesan Institution for the Education of the Deaf 
and Dumb in Strabane – one of the few institutions of its kind in the 
region.

She was known for walking among the poor, offering both 
pastoral care and practical assistance. Her compassion for the 

marginalised gave moral weight to her hymns, which were 
never simply theological but grounded in lived experience.

After her death on 12 October 1895, her husband 
published a memorial edition of her poems with a 
heartfelt biographical preface. Her grave in Derry City 
Cemetery remains a place of quiet reflection and is of 
considerable interest to visitors exploring the cultural 
figures associated with the city.

A Family of Writers and Public Servants
Her son, Robert Jocelyn Alexander, was a promising 
poet who died tragically in October 1918 when the RMS 
Leinster was torpedoed by a German U-boat during WWI – 

the single deadliest maritime disaster in the Irish Sea. 
Her daughter, Eleanor Jane Alexander (Nell), born in Fahan, 

Co. Donegal, in 1857, was a distinguished writer, war worker, 
and editor. Educated at home, she remained unmarried and 

devoted much of her life to supporting her father. She received 
the MBE in 1918 for her management of a military auxiliary hospital 

during the war, and was later honoured as a Lady of Grace of the Order 
of St John of Jerusalem.
A magistrate in Middlesex, Nell Alexander also authored novels and 
verse – Lady Anne’s Walk (1903), The Rambling Rector (1904), and 
The Lady of the Well (1906) – some of which contain rich renditions 
of Ulster dialects. She edited her father’s autobiography (Primate 
Alexander, 1914) and was a member of the Irish Literary Society in 
London. She spent her later years living at Hampton Court Palace, a 
residence reserved for distinguished individuals, and died in 1939.



Sir John McFarland and Basil McCrea:  
Railway Tycoons and City Builders

A stroll through the older sections of Derry City Cemetery reveals many 
echoes of the city's industrial past. Among the most prominent are the 
graves of Sir John McFarland and his business partner Basil McCrea, 
key figures in the transformation of Derry’s economy during the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. Their story is inseparable from the rise of 
railways, shipping, and emigration—three forces that reshaped the 
city’s fortunes.

Sir John McFarland: 1st Baronet of Aberfoyle (1848–1926)
A major industrialist and public servant, Sir John McFarland played a 
pivotal role in connecting Derry to the wider world. He was co-founder 
and partner in McCrea & McFarland Ltd, one of the largest contractors 
and carriers operating in Belfast and Londonderry at the time. The 
firm managed substantial shipping and transport operations, and was 
closely tied to the growing infrastructure that supported emigration 
and trade.

He also served as Chairman of the Londonderry and Lough Swilly 
Railway Company (LLSR) — a key player in extending rail lines from the 
city into rural Donegal and north-west Ulster. The LLSR was essential 
not just for transporting goods and people, but for integrating isolated 
communities into the economic life of the region.

McFarland’s public service record was equally distinguished:
• Justice of the Peace for Counties Londonderry and Donegal
• High Sheriff of both the City and County of Londonderry
• Mayor of Derry
• Member of the Londonderry Port and Harbour Commission

In 1914, he was created a Baronet, of Aberfoyle in the County of 
Londonderry, a reflection of his significant contributions to commerce, 
infrastructure, and civic life.

He resided at Aberfoyle House, a grand estate overlooking the city, 
which served not only as his residence but also as a hub for business 
and political affairs. Today, the name lives on in the Aberfoyle Medical 
Practice, which now occupies a site nearbye.

Basil McCrea: Philanthropist and Legacy Builder
McFarland’s business partner, Basil McCrea, was less publicly 
prominent but no less influential. A man of means and education, he 
made one of the largest charitable bequests in the city’s history. Upon 
his death, he left a legacy of approximately £70,000 (a vast sum at the 
time) to Magee College, one of the city’s leading institutions of higher 
learning. The donation was held in trust during the lifetime of his sister, 
and passed to the college after her death.

In gratitude, the college was renamed McCrea Magee College, a name 
which appeared on institutional publications such as A Short History of 
McCrea Magee College, Derry, During its First Fifty Years (1865–1915) 
by J.R. Leebody. Though the McCrea name was eventually dropped, his 
contribution marked a key moment in Magee’s development, enabling 
the expansion of teaching, facilities, and scholarships for local students.



The Foster Family: A Transatlantic Musical Legacy
 
Among the graves in Derry City Cemetery lies the family plot of 
the Fosters of Ballinacross – a family long believed, by tradition, to 
be related to Stephen Collins Foster (1826–1864), widely regarded 
as the “father of American music”. Though definitive genealogical 
links are debated, the association has become part of local lore, 
adding a transatlantic dimension to Derry’s cultural heritage.

Stephen Collins Foster: The Voice of 1800s America
Born on 4 July 1826 in Lawrenceville, Pennsylvania (now 
part of Pittsburgh), Stephen Foster was the youngest 
of ten children in a once-prominent but financially 
unstable family. Despite limited formal training, 
he showed an early aptitude for music and began 
composing in his teens. His first published song, 
“Open Thy Lattice, Love” (1844), appeared when 
he was just 18.

Foster’s breakthrough came in 1847 with “Oh! 
Susanna,” a minstrel-style tune that quickly became 
a nationwide hit. It was adopted by forty-niners 
during the California Gold Rush, becoming something 
of an unofficial anthem on the overland trail west. 
This song established Foster’s reputation and 
launched a prolific – if financially troubled – career.

Throughout the 1850s, Foster continued to produce 
songs that became enduring parts of American culture:
• “Camptown Races” (1850), introduced by the famous 
Christy Minstrels, was another popular Gold Rush tune, later 
parodied as “Sacramento.”
• “Jeanie with the Light Brown Hair” (1854), a wistful ballad, was 
written for his wife Jane Denny McDowell, whom he married in 
1850.
• “My Old Kentucky Home” (1853), inspired by his travels, became 
Kentucky’s official state song in 1928.
• “Old Folks at Home” (1851), better known as “Swanee River,” 
became one of his most commercially successful songs, eventually 
adopted as Florida’s official state anthem in 1935.

Foster’s music blended sentimental ballads with elements from 
Irish airs, German folk songs, Italian opera, and what were then 
known as “Ethiopian” or minstrel styles — reflecting both the 
melting pot of American culture and the musical traditions of 
immigrants like the Irish.

Decline and Legacy
Despite securing an exclusive contract with the music publishers 

Firth, Pond & Co., Foster’s finances were precarious. In the 
absence of effective copyright protections, his songs were 

widely copied with little benefit to him. His personal life 
also suffered; his marriage collapsed in 1854, and the 

deaths of both parents the following year marked a 
steep decline in his emotional and physical health.

In his final years, Foster turned away from 
minstrel music and focused on softer, 
sentimental pieces. His last great song, 
“Beautiful Dreamer,” was published 
posthumously in 1864, the year of his death. 
He died impoverished in New York City on 10 
January 1864, aged just 37.

Yet his legacy lives on: Foster’s music is taught 
in schools, performed in concert halls, and 

remembered for capturing both the hopes and 
hardships of a formative era in American life.

 
Ballinacross and the Local Connection

The Foster family of Ballinacross, near Derry, is believed 
by some historians and genealogists to share ancestral ties 

with the Pennsylvania Fosters. Whether by blood or legend, the 
connection has enriched local storytelling, and the Foster family 
plot in Derry City Cemetery serves as a physical reminder of the 
city’s unexpected links to the cultural life of the United States. 
Local historians often point to the widespread emigration from 
Ulster to Pennsylvania in the 18th century as one possible root of 
this connection. Ulster Scots families like the Fosters carried with 
them traditions of music, poetry, and song — all of which Stephen 
Foster drew on in crafting his distinctive style.

Stephen Foster was of Scotch-Irish descent. It is 
alleged that his great-grandfather, Alexander Foster, 

emigrated from Derry to America, with his mother 
and other near relatives in 1735, settling in Freehold, 

Monmouth County, NJ.



William Mitchell and the Foyle Line

Born in Hull, England, William Mitchell arrived in Derry with his father, a master 
mariner. A corn merchant by trade, Mitchell became a significant figure in the 
maritime commerce of the city. In 1880, he established the Foyle Line, operating 
from Foyle Street, specialising in transatlantic trade and shipping.

The Foyle Line’s ships were considered superior to most other locally built 
vessels, representing the last great era of deep-water sailing ships. Uniquely, 
Mitchell named his ships after prominent Derry merchants and civic leaders 
– such as the Alexander Black, William Tillie, John Cooke, and the William 
Mitchell, the latter becoming the last full-rigged, deep-water sailing ship to fly 
under the British flag.

These ships exemplified Derry’s maritime heyday, reflecting the city’s ambition 
to be recognised among the great transatlantic ports. Mitchell’s own family plot 
includes his wife Mary and sons Willie (died in 1881 aged 4) and Robert (died 
1940 aged 66), along with Robert’s wife Nell.

Arriving in Derry from Ramelton in 1762, the Watt family 
established a general merchant business that evolved 
into one of Ireland’s most renowned distilling empires – 
Andrew A. Watt & Co., headquartered in Bishop Street.

By the 1830s, the Watts had acquired and expanded the 
Abbey Street and Waterside distilleries, making them the 
largest in Ireland. Their flagship whiskey, Tyrconnell, named 
after a family-owned racehorse that shocked bookmakers by 
winning at 100 to 1 odds, became a household name in the 
UK, USA, Australia, and even Nigeria.

However, a combination of: risky mergers (notably the 
formation of United Distilleries Company Ltd. in 1903), the 
First World War, American Prohibition, and the Irish Civil 
War spelled the downfall of the Derry distilling industry. 
The city’s two great distilleries were closed in 1921, with 
over 300 jobs lost.

Andrew A. Watt, head of the firm during its golden age, 
later retired to Easton Hall, a grand estate in Lincolnshire. 
He died in 1928, aged 75.

The Watt Family and Tyrconnell Whiskey



John Guy Ferguson: The Architect 
Behind the City’s Silhouette
One of Derry’s most prolific 19th-century 
architects, John Guy Ferguson left an enduring 
mark on the city’s skyline. His most iconic 
creation is undoubtedly the Guildhall, with its 
stained glass and distinctive neo-Gothic façade.

Ferguson also designed:
• The original Tillie and Henderson Factory (1856), 
once the largest shirt factory in the world.
• The Londonderry & Glasgow Steam Packet 
Company offices (1865).
• Duncreggan House (1869).
• St Augustine’s Church (1871–72), near the city 
walls.
• The Apprentice Boys of Derry Memorial Hall 
(1873–77).

Ironically, Ferguson’s own grave is marked with a 
modest, plain headstone, in stark contrast to the 
dramatic architectural style he championed.



Alderman James McCarron  
and the RMS Leinster Tragedy

James McCarron, Alderman of Derry 
and President of the Irish Trade Union 
Congress, died aboard the ill-fated RMS 
Leinster, torpedoed by a German U-boat 
on 10 October 1918, just weeks before the 
end of World War I.

The sinking was the deadliest in the Irish 
Sea, claiming 501 lives. Among the dead 
were prominent civic figures, military 
personnel, and civilians – including 
McCarron and fellow trade unionist 
Patrick Lynch.

The RMS Leinster disaster is now 
commemorated with plaques and 
exhibitions in both Dublin and Holyhead, 
and McCarron’s name appears on national 
roll-of-honour memorials.

Thomas Austin and the World’s Oldest 
Independent Department Store

Thomas Austin (1815–1902) founded Austin’s 
Department Store in 1830. Located at the top of 
Shipquay Street, it was considered the world’s 
oldest independent department store until its 

closure following a fire in 2016. For generations, 
it stood as a symbol of commercial pride and 

modernity in Derry with its iconic Victorian with 
Art Deco architecture.

Billy ‘Spider’ Kelly:  
Derry’s Boxing Hero

Billy Kelly (1932–2010), son of boxer 
Jim ‘Spider’ Kelly, became British and 
Commonwealth Featherweight Champion 
in the 1950s, placing Derry firmly on the 
international sporting map. His career, 
marked by skill, controversy, and resilience, 
inspired countless working-class youths. A 
plaque honouring him and his father was 
unveiled on Fahan Street in 2014.



The Cross of Sacrifice and War Dead
 
Derry City Cemetery contains almost 200 Commonwealth 
war burials — 95 from WWI and 99 from WWII. The Cross 
of Sacrifice, designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield in 1918, is 
erected in all cemeteries with over 40 such graves. Carved 
from Portland stone or granite and featuring a bronze 
sword affixed blade-down, the cross is deliberately austere 
— a stark departure from Victorian sentimentality.

In Derry, as elsewhere, the cross is positioned near the 
cemetery entrance, aligned with the road, acting as a 
solemn visual anchor for visitors.

The cemetery also commemorates civilians lost to war, such 
as the 13 people killed on 15 April 1941 when a German 
bomber dropped parachute mines on Messines Park.





Captain Charles Kokeritz, an experienced seafarer, 
commanded the American steam freighter Rochester 
– a 2,661-ton vessel built in Michigan in 1892. 
Formerly known as the Yagues, the ship had already 
earned distinction earlier in 1917 by successfully 
breaching the German submarine blockade, sailing 
from New York to Bordeaux during the height of 
unrestricted submarine warfare.

In September of that same year, the Rochester 
– now under British registry and operated by 
Furness-Withy & Co. – departed Newport News, 
Virginia, bound for Manchester, England. What 
should have been a routine crossing was marred by 
a string of unexplained mishaps, which were later 
traced to a German saboteur hidden among the 
crew. Despite these challenges, Captain Kokeritz 
brought his ship safely to port. On the return 
journey, in ballast and heading back to the United 
States, the Rochester joined a British convoy. But in 
the early hours of November 2, 1917, she became 
separated from the group in the North Atlantic. 
Later that day, around 5:00 PM, the vessel was 
struck by a torpedo fired by German submarine 
SMS U-95, approximately 300 nautical miles west 

of Tory Island. The torpedo hit the engine room, 
killing two crewmen and disabling the ship’s 
power and communications. Captain Kokeritz acted 
swiftly. He and Commander Edward McCausland of 
the armed guard remained on board for ten tense 
minutes, ensuring the evacuation process was 
orderly before finally abandoning ship themselves.

As lifeboats pulled away, the submarine began 
shelling the helpless freighter from over two miles 
away. Two direct hits hastened the sinking. Despite 
the chaos, 47 of the 51 crew – including 13 U.S. 
Navy men – escaped into three lifeboats.

Captain Kokeritz’s leadership was most tested in 
the days that followed. Aboard one of the lifeboats 
with 22 men, he faced four days and seventeen 
hours adrift in freezing North Atlantic waters. 
With supplies limited and conditions harsh, only 
the captain’s discipline, calm authority, and deep 
resolve kept morale intact and the crew focused 
on survival. Finally, on the morning of November 
7, their lifeboat was spotted by a British patrol 
vessel and taken ashore at Buncrana, County 
Donegal. Thanks to Captain Kokeritz’s unwavering 

leadership, most of his crew survived what could 
have been a far greater tragedy. 

A new gravestone for Captain Kökeritz was erected 
in Derry’s City Cemetery in 2022. For over a 
hundred years Erik Kökeritz’s final resting place lay 
unmarked. However, thanks to the perseverance 
of local historian and genealogist David Jenkins, 
and those who supported an online fundraiser for a 
new headstone, a fitting memorial was eventually 
erected in the City Cemetery. The headstone was 
recently unveiled by Marlene Donnell from Virginia 
whose husband’s uncle, US Navy Gunner, Warren 
B. Thompson, was onboard the Rochester. Amy 
Hardy, from Texas, also attended the unveiling. 
Her great-grandfather was Captain Allen Tucker 
of the SS Orleans. He sailed from New York 
alongside Captain Kökeritz and was the 1st US 
Merchant Marine captain to break through the 
U-boat blockade of Britain and France in February 
1917 and land much needed supplies at the port 
of Bordeaux. Sean Wade and James McEvoy 
represented the Irish UN Veterans’ Association.
Deputy Mayor Angela Dobbins, piper Mark Doherty, 
and and Mr. Jenkins, were also at the unveiling.

Erik Kokeritz – the bold Captain of steamship Rochester



Private William Hugh Courtney Grigg 
46831

4th Reserve Battalion, Duke of Cornwall’s 
Light Infantry.

Born Perranzabuloe, Cornwall.
Enlisted Truro, Cornwall. Resided 

Callestick, Cornwall.
Died October 31, 1918 (aged 20).

Interred in Londonderry City Cemetery.



2nd Lieutenant Charles Love Crockett
Crockett served with the 12th Battalion, Royal 

Inniskilling Fusiliers during the Great War 
and the 1916 Easter Rising. Educated at Foyle 
College. Parishioner of Second Derry (Strand 

Road) Presbyterian Church. A staunch 
Unionist, he signed the 1912 Ulster Covenant 

to resist Home Rule.

During the Easter Rising, Crockett was shot 
and killed due to "friendly-fire" from a sentry 

(who was unaware of Crockett's identity) 
as he was running across a street while 

attempting to make contact with officers of 
the Royal Dublin Fusiliers. 



Andrew Anderson, Merchant Navy sailor
Born 1863 Died 7 Feb 1916 (aged 53) 

He was Fireman no: 645893 in the Mercantile 
Marine Reserve serving aboard HMS Columbella 
during the First World War. He died by accidental 
drowning at Glasgow, Scotland. He was 53 years 

old and had been born in Co. Donegal. His wife was 
Mary Anderson of 13, Long Tower Street, Derry.
They had married in 1890 and according to the 

1911 Irish census they had six children living. He 
is mentioned on the Diamond War Memorial.

In November 1914 HMS Columbella was taken 
up as an Armed Merchant Cruiser and was later 

attached to the Atlantic Squadron of the US Navy.



Captain Marcus E. Dinsmore ADS
  Captain Dinsmore (Army Medical Corps) died at 

the Curragh Camp Co. Kildare 
    12th Nov 1918 aged 29 years

 
The Curragh Camp was the location where 

the 10th (Irish) Division concentrated before 
moving back to Egypt. This occurred after the 

end of World War I, with the armistice signed on 
November 11, 1918. The division had previously 

been stationed in the Curragh for training.
 



Lieut Bird Everton, 1st Dorset Regiment.
Who was accidentally killed at Ebrington 
Barracks Londonderry on 19th Apr 1920.

Aged 30 years.



Pvt E. J. Lawton 
He was Private 41428 serving in the 
Dorsetshire Regiment (4th Reserve 

Battallion) during the First World War.
He was 18 years old and was born in 

Birmingham, England.
He is buried with his comrade Private 

Frank Proctor (41423) also of the 
Dorsetshire Regiment who died on 

August 15th 1918.



Pvt George McGarrigle, 106050, RAMC
Died 8 December 1918.

George was a private in the Royal Army 
Medical Corps (RAMC) during WWI. He 
served from 28 Dec 1915 to 8 Dec 1917. 
He was the husband of Elizabeth Casson 

and had eight known children: Annie, 
Matthew, Margaret, Mary, Catherine, 

Sarah, Rebecca, and George.
He was a member of the 1st Derry 

Presbyterian Church. His son, George 
Watt McGarrigle died on November 6th 

1954 and is buried with George senior in 
Plot SB 524. 



Sjt William A Monk 19957 3B The Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers.

Enlisted at Omagh, Co. Tyrone.
Died of Illness at Ebrington Barracks, 

Londonderry.
He was the husband of Marion Elizabeth 

Monk (nee Searls) of 97 George’s St. 
Drogheda.

Father of seven children.
William worked as a Postman in 

Drogheda, Co. Louth, prior to rejoining.



Petty Officer Stoker R.N, T.E.J Powney
166476 (RFR/CH/B/1886) H.M.S “Poppy.”

Died 11th August 1917

During WWI, the sloop was tasked primarily 
with minesweeping. On 31 December 1915, 
Mallow picked up the bulk of the survivors 

of the passenger ship Persia (which had 
been torpedoed the day before off Crete) and 

conveyed them to Alexandria. In 1918, Mallow 
rescued the passengers of the French mailboat 

Djemnah, including future acting Governor-
General of Madagascar Joseph Guyon, after 

the mailboat was torpedoed by a German 
U-boat. Mallow later received letters of 

commendation from the Admiralty and Guyon.



Private Thomas Shaxton 4B Devonshire Rgt
Died 5 July 1918

He was Private 25399 serving in the 4th 
Battalion Devonshire Regiment during the 
First World War. He died aged 18 years.

His parents were Mr and Mrs J. Shaxton of 
Sherwill Village, Barnstaple, Devon.



C.H. Withey Able Seaman R.N 162853
H.M.S. Brisk – 2nd October 1917

HMS Brisk was one of 20 Acorn-class (later H-class) 
destroyers built for the Royal Navy that served in the 
First World War. The Acorn class were smaller than 
the preceding Beagle class but oil-fired and better 

armed. Launched in 1910, Brisk was the first destroyer 
equipped with two Brown-Curtis steam turbines and 
two shafts. At the start of the war, the ship served 

with the Second Destroyer Flotilla of the Grand Fleet. 
The destroyer spent most of the war in anti-submarine 

warfare and was upgraded for this purpose with 
increasing capacity for attack with depth charges. 

Despite being involved in many actions, the ship did 
not sink any enemy boats, although the ship did rescue 
many survivors of ships sunk, including the troop ship 
SS Mendi, as well as surviving a torpedo attack from 
the German submarine U-84 and hitting a mine, all in 

1917. On 2 October 1917, having just dispersed Atlantic 
Convoy HH.24, Brisk entered Rathlin Sound and struck 

a mine that had been laid by U 79. Thirty-one of her 
crew were killed, but Brisk remained afloat was towed 

into Lough Foyle by two trawlers. The same U-Boat 
torpedoed and sank the armoured cruiser Drake the 

same day.



Baker, Colour Sergeant Edward, 22149
4th Battalion Royal Inniskilling 

Fusiliers.
Born Colchester, Essex.

Enlisted Wardhurst.
Died October 6, 1917.

Interred in Londonderry City Cemetery 
28 Sept 1918



Luitenant-ter-zee 
Cornelis Hos

Netherlands Navy. 
Served on Dutch Destroyer 
HNLMS Tjerk Hiddes. He 

died at sea (55°8'N, 5° 
40'W).

Born 19-11-1909 
Died 18-7-1942 



Petty Officer RN Patrick O. Glacken
Born 1920 – Died 2 Oct 1942 (Aged 22)

Patrick was Petty Officer C/SSX 21956 in the Royal 
Navy serving aboard HMS Curacoa during WWII. HMS 
Curacoa was a light cruiser of the Ceres Class and had 
tragic story. On October 2nd 1942 she was engaged on 
escort duties with the Queen Mary which was making 

it’s way to Glasgow with an estimated 20,000 American 
troops on board. They were sailing about 20 miles of 

the coast of Bloodyforeland, County Donegal. In order to 
confuse German U-Boats the ships on the convoy were Zig 
Zagging. Unfortunately HMS Curacoa crossed the Queen 
Mary’s bow with insufficient clearance. The Queen Mary 

knifed into her cutting her in two. She sank instantly with 
the loss of 338 crew. 102 survivors were picked up. The 

tragic event was the subject of a news blackout at the time 
in order to preserve morale.



A.Hall
Able Seaman D/JX 208267

H.M. Submarine H.43
7th October 1941. Age 20



Leading Signalman  
Harold Lorne Bullock 

Service Number: V/2314
Royal Canadian Naval 

Volunteer Reserve
Serving on the H.M.C.S. Barrie

Harold drowned (aged 21) 
after he dove in the water on 
20th April 1942 trying to save 
a shipmate. His body was not 
recovered until Jun 15, 1942.



Petty Officer Sydney Chalcraft R.N P/JX 142345
H.M.S. Tweed.

Died 27th January 1944 (Age 24).
On 7th January 1944 HMS Tweed was sunk by 

acoustic torpedo by U-boat 305, 600 miles west of 
Cape Ortegal. 52 of crew were rescued by HM Frigate 

Nene. It is unknown if PO Chalcraft succumbed to 
injuries sustained as a result of the attack.



Gunner Leo Kavanagh was born at 
76 Lecky Road, Derry, the son of 

Edward Kavanagh, a labourer and 
his wife Catherine (formerly Lynch). 
He married Elizabeth Hegarty on 10 

October 1922 in Derry. He served with 
the 9th (Londonderry) Heavy Anti-
Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery 
in Derry, Egypt and Italy before 
returning home in 1944. He died 

in the Ulster Volunteer Hospital in 
Craigavon.



Jack Mallett was Rifleman 
7011055 in the Royal Ulster Rifles 

(1st Battalion) serving in the 
Second World War.

He was 34 years old.

His parents were Jeremiah 
Mallett and Emma Mallett and the 
family home in 1911 was 92, St. 
Columb’s Wells, Derry. Jeremiah 

was a docker and Emma was a 
textile worker.



W Napier
Engineman RNPS. LT/KX 103325

H.M. Trawler Merbreeze
14th March 1943. Age 52



PO Charles Frederick Rose
Petty Officer Steward R.N

P/L 14976
H.M.S. Banff

26th July 1942. Age 39



Lieutenant Richard John Sampson, RNVR
H.M.S. Broadwater (sunk by U-boat 101)

Died 19th October 1941, Age 32.



Supply Assist Catherine Williamson
Died 3rd January 1944, Age 20.

She was supply assistant (Service 
Number 67472) serving in the Womens 
Royal Naval Service with HMS Ferret 
which was a shore station based at 

Ebrington Barracks during WWII. The 
Wrens were quartered in Building 49.

She apparently died when she was 
knocked down by a train at a level 

crossing during the wartime blackout.

Her parents were Edward and Catherine 
Williamson, of Cleator Moor, Cumberland.
Cleator Moor is a unique Cumbrian town 
which owes it’s origins to the Irish potato 
famine immigrants. It is known locally as 

“Little Ireland”.



Patrick Doherty
Died 19 July 1947.

He was Fusilier 6467571 in The Royal 
Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).



LCPL Lawrence Raymond Walshaw  
5 Div Ammunition Company, Royal Army 

Service Corps
Died 25th June 1941













Dr Arthur John Adair
Who Died at Sea on the H.M Transport 
Aurania
While attending wounded soldiers
Returning from South African War
Born 17th March 1867
Died 19th May 1900

Also his Father and Mother
Arthur Charles Adair
Many years served as County Surveyor
For County Londonderry
Born 23rd October 1824
Died December 1903
And his Wife Sarah
Died 04 Aug 1926 

Adair Elizabeth Jane
Parent’s William and Anne Adair
Born 6 Rosemount Terrace, Derry
Residence 6 Rosemount Terrace, Derry
Died on 06 Oct 1888
Aged 15 years
Burial 08 Oct 1888

Adair Margaret Ballantine
Parent’s William and Jane Adair
Born 6 Rosemount Terrace, Derry
Residence 6 Rosemount Terrace, Derry
Died on 16 Feb 1891
Aged 13 years old
Burial 18 Feb 1891

In Loving Memory Of
Mary MacKillip
Who Died at her Home
Victoria High School
13th August 1916

Also Her Sister
Margaret MacKillip
Who Died 22nd October 1930
Aged 87 Years.

Also Her Sister
Sara MacKillip
Who Died 23rd May 1941.

Also Her Sister
Jane MacKillip
Died 12th May 1947.

And Her Sister
Caroline MacKillip
Who Died 7th August 1960
Aged 74 Years.



Rev William Herbert
Parents William & Jane Herbert
Born in Fivemiletown
Residence – Antrim
Died on 04 Jun 1861, Aged 65 years
Burial 07 Jun 1861
 
Inscription:

Face 1
Sacred To The Memory Of
Fanny Herbert Osborne
Who Died on 23rd March 1859
Aged 21 years.
John Osborne
Who Died on 3rd September 1870
Aged 13 Months.
Marion Jane Osborne
Who Died on 28th June 1874
Aged 10 years.
Harriet Agnes Osborne
Born 12th October 1864
Died 13th October 1894

Face 2
In Loving Memory Of
John Osborne
Born 21st April 1822
Died 18th August 1908
Also Mary Callender his Widow
Who Died on 18th May 1912
Aged 81 years.
Also Jane Callender formerly of 
Edinburgh
Who Died on 30th November 1924
Aged 89 years.
Also Margaret O.B.E. J.P.
Youngest Daughter
Who Died in Edinburgh 10th August 
1960.

Face 3
In Loving Memory Of
R.E. Osborne, K.C.
Recorder of Londonderry
1919 - 1938
Died on 29th July 1939
Aged 78 years.
David Callender Osborne
Died on 8th September 1944
Aged 78 years.
And his Wife Elizabeth Lovell Gulland
Died 17th October 1947
Aged 80 years.

Face 4
Also of Marshall
Youngest Son
Died in Sidmouth
on 28th February 1956
Aged 86 years.
And his Beloved Wife
Rose Osborne
Died in Sidmouth
27th November 1962 Agnes Anderson

Parents were Alexander & Margaret Mc Cutchison
Born in Londonderry, Residence – 10 Carlisle Road

Died on 17 Oct 1924, Aged 65 Years

In Loving Memory Of
Agnes Mc Chutchison

Wife Of George Anderson
Died 17th October 1924.

Also Their Children
Margaret Fullerton, Mary Mc Neill,
George Herbert and John Steven.

Who Died Young.
Norman Ross Anderson 9th Australian Exp Force

Killed In Action In France
20th September 1917

Aged 24 Years. 



Sir Robert Newton Anderson was a prominent 
unionist politician, businessman, and public 
servant who played a significant role in the civic 
and political life of Derry/Londonderry during 
the early 20th century. Born in 1871 in the rural 
townland of Gorticar (also spelled Gortacar) near 
Kesh, County Fermanagh, he was one of eight 
children and had a twin sister, Catherine. His 
father, James Anderson, a Methodist and landed 
proprietor, raised the family on a working farm.

In his twenties, Robert moved to Londonderry 
and lived with his uncle, John Anderson J.P., 
a local merchant, on Hawkin Street. There 
he began his career as a wool merchant and 
commercial traveller. Ambitious and enterprising, 
he founded a hosiery factory in 1901 and 
expanded it with a second branch in Letterkenny, 
County Donegal. In 1903, he married Lydia E. 
Smith at Charleston Road Methodist Church 
in Dublin. The couple settled in Dacre Terrace, 
Londonderry, where they raised five children.

Anderson entered politics through the Irish 
Unionist Party and was elected Mayor of Derry 
from 1915 to 1919. During this time, he was 
knighted in the 1918 New Year Honours for his 
service during the First World War. Following the 

partition of Ireland, he became the first Member 
of Parliament for the City of Londonderry in 
the new Northern Ireland Parliament, serving 
from 1921 to 1931. He also took part in the Irish 
Convention, served as Deputy Lieutenant of 
Derry, and was appointed to the Privy Council of 
Northern Ireland in 1927.

Outside of politics, Sir Robert served as 
President of the Londonderry Chamber of 
Commerce and was a member of the Harbour 
Board, reinforcing his status as both a civic and 
business leader.

A lifelong Methodist and member of Carlisle 
Road Methodist Church, Robert endured personal 
tragedy with the deaths of two sons – Victor, who 
died in infancy, and Newton, killed in a traffic 
accident in Dublin. His surviving son, Albert 
W. Anderson, a Royal Navy veteran, carried on 
the family legacy in business and politics, later 
serving as Mayor of Derry and MP.

Sir Robert retired from public life in the early 
1930s due to ill health. He passed away from 
pneumonia in 1948 at Galloway House, Dumfries, 
Scotland, aged 76, and was laid to rest in the city 
he served for decades.

    In ever loving memory of
    the Rt Hon Sir Robert Newton Anderson P.C, O.L

    Mayor of Derry 1915 - 1919.
    MP for Derry 1921 - 1931.

    Died 23rd May 1948.
    Also his sons

    Victor Robert Newton,
    died 12th July 1904.

    Robert Newton James,
    died 17th October 1943.

    Lady Lydia Elizabeth Anderson C.B.E.,
    died 22nd January 1963. 

Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Newton Anderson, P.C., O.L. (1871–1948)
Businessman, Politician, and First MP for Londonderry in the NI Parliament



Rev James Crawford was a Presbyterian 
minister, who founded Strand Road 
Presbyterian Church in the city. He was 
the son of James and Abigail Crawford of 
Drumkerry, Aughboy, County Monaghan. He 
retired from the ministry in 1849.

In Memory of
Archibald Crawford
Who Died at Bangalore, India on the 10th 
Aug. 1885 Aged 25 Years
And The Rev. Joseph Crawford
Who Died at Memphis, Tennessee, America
23rd October 1856 Aged 30 Years
and of Alexander Crawford, Solicitor
Who Died 26th Feb. 1870 Aged 45 Years
And also of Margaret Crawford
Who died at Crawford villa, Castlerock
2nd September 1885 Aged 67 Years

Children of the Rev. James Crawford and 
Margaret Law Crawford 

James Corscaden Died 16 Sep 1888 (aged 79–80)
James was the son of Robert Corscaden, a grocer, and his 
wife, Jane (formerly Woods). On 3 July 1841 in Muff parish 
church he married Frances (Fanny) Gallagher, daughter of 

William Gallagher of Ballyarnett.
The couple had seven children together.

At an early age on the death of his father James went into 
business with the McCorkell Line, a local shipping company. 

He eventually started his own shipping line which was to 
carry thousands of emigrants to the United States in the mid 

19th century. James died at his home, Boom Hall (now a 
ruin) on the outskirts of Derry.



    Samuel Gilliland
    Died 23rd July 1878 Aged 68 years of Brookhall

    And also Frances Knox his Wife
    Died 9th Nov 1902 Aged 81 years

    Also their eldest Son George Know Gilliland of Brookhall
    Died 22nd May 1914

    Aged 70 years.
    Also Frances Jane Widow of the last named

    Only Daughter of Joseph Cooke
    Born 2nd Jan 1858

    Died 20th Nov 1921.

Samuel Gilliland was a merchant and erected the Rock Flour mills 
mid 19th century. The mills were built as flour and maize mills in 

1846 and had the distinction of being the first Northern Irish mills to 
establish the system of milling known as the roller-milling process, 

the introduction of which in 1882 completely revolutionised the 
system of flour-milling by substituting steel rollers as ‘grinders’ 

instead of old ‘mill-stones.



Building on & enhancing previous work: 
 

In 2016, the Tower Museum archive team called 
on members of the public and community 

partners (North of Ireland Family History Society 
[Foyle], Guildhall Press and U3A [Foyle]) to help 

preserve and record the valuable burial registers 
of Derry City Cemetery by contributing to a new 
searchable online database holding the historic 

burial records.  
 

Following training, volunteers were able to use 
their own local knowledge of surnames and street 

names to turn seemingly illegible 150 year-old 
handwriting into a powerful genealogical archive. 

 
70 years (30,000 entries) of cemetery records 
from 1853-1924 were transcribed, revealing 

individual and family information as well as the 
location of graves within the City Cemetery site. 

 
Part of the Unlocking Silent Heritage project will 

involve identifying new volunteers to continue 
this transcription work – eventually leading 

the development of a new online platform with 
enhanced features and new listings.

Scanning, Digitisation & Transcription 
of Cemetery Records



      Cemetery Records Database

https://towermuseumcollections.com/cemetery-records/


